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(from West Fifth Street to Upper Gage Avenue) 


NOTICE OF COMPLETION OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY REPORT 


The Roads Department has completed the environmental assessment study for Rymal Road and 
has determined that the best solution for reducing congestion and improving traffic flow is to add 
a two way left turn lane to the road between Springside Drive and Upper Gage Avenue, and to 
reconstruct the intersection at Upper James Street, from West Fifth Street to Springside Drive, 
by adding lanes and turn signals. The estimated construction cost of the project is $2.9 million 
dollars. The road will be reconstructed in sections. The first section (from east of West Fifth 
Street to Springside Drive) will be constructed in 1995. 


This project is being planned under Schedule C as per the process described in the document 
Class Environmental Assessment for Municipal Road Projects. An Environmental Study Report 
(ESR) has been completed and by this Notice is being placed in the public record for review. 
The Region intends to begin construction this year if no concerns are raised during this 30 day 
review, or if all concerns can be resolved through discussion with the Region, and subject to 
receiving all other necessary approvals. 


If, after reading the report, you have questions or concerns, you are encouraged to contact the 
Region within the 30 day review period. 


Please direct questions or concerns to: 
Region of Hamilton-Wentworth Roads Department 
Special Projects Office, 25 Main Street West, 10th Floor, L8P 1H1 
Phone: (905)546-4277 Fax: (905)546-2385 
Attention: Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner, or 
Gary Moore, Manager of Engineering 


If your concerns cannot be resolved in discussion with the Region, you may request the Minister 
of Environment and Energy to undergo a more intensive review (called a “bump-up”’ request). 
“Bump-up” requests must be received by the Minister at the address below within 30 calendar 
days of this Notice. A copy of the “Bump-up” request shall also be sent to the Roads 
Department. 


The Honourable C.J. (Bud) Wildman, Minister 
Ministry of Environment and Energy 

135 St. Clair Avenue West, 15th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M4P 1P5 


The Environmental Study Report is available for review at the following locations: 


Regional Clerk’s Office 

119 King Street West, 15th Floor 
Hamilton, Ontario 

Phone: (905) 546-4154 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Mon.-Fri.) 


City Clerk’s Office 

71 Main Street West 

Hamilton, Ontario 

Phone: (905) 546-2710 

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Mon.-Fri.) 


This Notice issued March 29, 1995 


Sherwood Public Library 

467 Upper Ottawa Street 

Hamilton, Ontario 

Phone: (905)546-3249 

10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. (Mon./Wed.) 
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. el 

1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (Thurs. 

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Sat.) 


Special Projects Office 
(see address above) 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Mon.-Fri.) 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 


The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth initiated this Environmental Assessment 
and Preliminary Design Study to address traffic operational problems on Rymal Road in the 
City of Hamilton. The project limits extend from West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue, a 
distance of 3.7 km. 


This section of Rymal Road is situated in an area that was primarily rural but has in the past 
five to ten years experienced considerable growth and urban development adjacent to the 
roadway. Today, a combination of truck traffic, a large number of vehicles turning into 
entrances (from residences, townhouse developments, sidestreets and commercial entrances) 
and vehicles that make frequent stops are reducing the road’s ability to provide for the safe 
and efficient movement of vehicles and pedestrians. _ 


A traffic operations analysis undertaken at the outset of the preliminary design study assessed 
the traffic operations on Rymal Road for both the current and future conditions. The project 
need and justification are based on a need to improve traffic operations. 


The preliminary design stage of the project has been completed and the significant features of 
the recommended plan are as follows: 


- The existing two-lane roadway will be widened to a five-lane cross-section from 
West 5th Street to Springside Drive. This will accommodate two eastbound and two 
westbound lanes as well as a 5.0 m wide two-way left turn lane. 


The existing two-lane roadway will be widened to a three-lane cross-section from 
Springside Drive to Upper Gage Avenue to accommodate one eastbound and one 
westbound lane as well as a 3.6 m wide two-way left turn lane. 


The introduction of the two-way left turn lane will result in the provision of an 


exclusive left turn lane at each intersection on Rymal Road. 


A left turn signal phase will be added for northbound and southbound traffic on 
Upper James Street at Rymal Road. 


Intersection improvements including the upgrading of curb radii or improved 
definition of the edge of pavement will be applied to intersections in the study area, 
where necessary. 


Signal ducts for future traffic signals will be installed at Upper Wellington Street, 
Upper Sherman Avenue and Miles Road. 


A new curb will be constructed behind the new edge of pavement on the south side 
of Rymal Road from West Sth Street to Springside Drive and from Upper James 
Street to Ryckman Street on the north side. 


The existing open ditch system will remain east of Springside Drive. 


Sidewalks will be constructed on the north and south side of Rymal Road from 
Upper James Street to Springside Drive subject to the City of Hamilton securing 
approval under the Local Improvement Act. The proposed plan provides room for 
future sidewalks within the existing right-of-way east of Springside Drive. 


During the study, two public information centres were held to obtain input from the public as 
well as to provide an opportunity to review the proposed plans and ask questions. In 
addition, input was solicited from all interested agencies and City/Regional departments. All 
comments/input were considered in the development of the recommended plan. 


In general, the input received from the public supported the need for improvements and 
related to improvements at specific locations or intersections. 


The potential environmental impact of the recommended plan is minimal. This is because 
the proposed improvements can be carried out primarily on the existing roadway platform 


and do not require additional property. 


Sate 


1.0 Introduction and Background 


1.1 The Environmental Study Report 

1.2 General Description of the Roadway Environment 
1.3 Project Need and Justification 

1.4 Related Studies and Projects 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 


The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth initiated this environmental assessment in 
response to the traffic congestion being experienced on Rymal Road in the City of Hamilton. 
The project limits extend from West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue, a distance of 3.7 km 
(see Exhibit 1). 


The purpose of this section of the Environmental Study Report is to provide background 
material related to the study, a discussion of the purpose of the project, and a statement of 
the rationale for the project. 


1.1. The Environmental Study Report 


This Environmental Study Report (ESR) documents the environmental assessment process 
undertaken for the Rymal Road improvements. This project has been classified as a 
Schedule C project under the document, Class Environmental Assessment for Municipal 
Road Projects, June 1993, Municipal Engineers Association. 


This ESR for Rymal Road documents the planning and preliminary design phases for the 
proposed improvements. It includes a discussion of the purpose of the project, the study 
approach, the public consultation program and an inventory of the existing natural, social, 
cultural, economic and technical environment. The planning and design alternatives are also 
documented, as well as the evaluation of the alternatives and rationale for selection of the 
preferred improvement plan. A description of the preferred improvement plan and the 


identification of possible environmental impacts, the mitigation measures proposed, and the 
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exhibit 1 


construction requirements associated with the implementation of the project are also 


documented. 


1.2 General Description of the Roadway Environment 


Rymal Road is classified as a Regional arterial roadway which serves both local and intra- 
regional traffic in the City of Hamilton and Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth. 
Outside the City of Hamilton, it becomes a Provincial roadway, Highway 53. 


Rymal Road is presently designated as a truck route, used by City transit, school buses and 
garbage trucks. Adjacent to the road are residences that obtain direct access, residential 
neighbourhoods that obtain access from sideroads, and some commercial establishments 
including plazas, fast food restaurants and car lots. There are also several townhouse 
developments utilizing common accesses on Rymal Road particularly east of Upper 
Wellington Street. There is also a cemetery, a large baseball park and a City of Hamilton 
Public Works facility on the south side between Upper Wellington Street and Upper 
Wentworth Street. 


Rymal Road is situated in an area experiencing growth and development within the City of 
Hamilton. During the last 10 to 15 years most of the City’s growth has occurred towards its 
southern boundary, in a band between the future east-west freeway (located approximately 
3.5 km to the north of Rymal Road) and the southern City limit (located approximately 

0.5 km to the south). In this area Rymal Road is fulfilling a major arterial roadway function 
for east-west traffic while Stone Church Road, which is also south of the future freeway, 1s 
considered as a minor arterial roadway due to its more local residential setting. 


The Location Plan shows the study area, on Exhibit 2. 
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exhibit 2 


Rymal Road is principally a two-lane, paved road with wide gravel shoulders and open 
drainage ditches. From West 5th Street to just east of Upper James Street, the roadway 
includes two through lanes westbound, one through lane eastbound, turning lanes, raised 
medians and curb treatment. Sidewalks front a commercial development on the north side of 
Rymal Road from West 5th Street to Upper James Street. 


Detailed information on existing conditions can be found in Chapter 3. 


1.3. Project Need and Justification 


Rymal Road was constructed as a two-lane rural provincial highway (Highway 53) servicing 
traffic travelling between the Niagara peninsula and the Brantford/Woodstock area. 
Currently, it is designated as a Regional road within the City of Hamilton and a Provincial 
road outside of the municipal boundaries. 


The original function of this roadway as a through route for intra-regional car and truck 
traffic has not changed. However, within the City of Hamilton boundaries, the area has 
developed from primarily rural to urban land uses. The result of this land use transformation 
is that Rymal Road is now experiencing operational difficulties. For example, the 
combination of intra-regional truck traffic, the large number of turning vehicles (from single 
and multi-family developments adjacent to the roadway, sidestreets, and commercial 
entrances) and vehicles that make frequent stops, has reduced the capability of the road to 
provide for the safe and efficient movement of vehicles and pedestrians. 


A traffic operations analysis was undertaken to assess the traffic operations on Rymal Road 
for both the current and future conditions. The analysis included review of intersection 


operations, lane requirements, turning lanes and other related issues. The results of the 
analysis identified the following operational problems. 


Rymal Road is operating near capacity for a two-lane roadway. Current volumes approach 
20,000 vehicles for two-way average daily traffic. Consequently, traffic congestion is a 
regular problem which is compounded by the large number of left turning vehicles (There is 
a total of 116 entrances along the 3.7 km long study area). These conditions have produced 
two undesirable results. First, rear end collisions have increased. Secondly, traffic regularly 
bypasses left turning vehicles on the gravel shoulder creating a hazard to pedestrians and dust 
problems for adjacent residents. 


There are also operational problems associated with intersections along Rymal Road. The 
intersection of Upper James Street and Rymal Road is operating at level of service F 
(congested) during the evening peak hour. Left turning vehicles are not able to execute their 
turns during a traffic signal green phase and are experiencing long delays. Also, field 
observation has recorded access difficulties to adjacent commercial properties on the south 
side of Rymal Road, east of Upper James due to queuing of traffic. Unsignalized 
intersections of Rymal Road with Upper Wellington Street, Upper Sherman Avenue and 
Miles Road are currently operating at level of service E (near capacity) for the northbound 
and southbound left turns with some delay being experienced by drivers wishing to make left 


manoeuvres. 


Additionally, the condition of the roadway pavement is poor in several locations and requires 
rehabilitation. Accordingly, based on the aforementioned problems associated with Rymal 
Road, there is a need to: 


- reduce traffic congestion on Rymal Road; 
« reduce the accident rate; 

- improve the pavement structure; 

- ensure safe pedestrian crossings; 


+ minimize impact on adjacent properties; 


- develop a road that is compatible with the surrounding arterial road network; and 
avoid or minimize environmental impacts. 


During the course of the study, the public also identified some additional issues pertaining to 
the need and justification of the project. Problems identified by the public include: 


trucks using local roads; 
- pedestrian safety along the roadway (i.e. a need for sidewalks); 
difficulties in accessing commercial operations; 
- traffic islands prohibiting turns in the Upper James area; 
difficulties in accessing Rymal Road from sidestreets (especially making left hand 
turns onto Rymal Road); 
+ too much speeding; 
- dust due to vehicles using the gravel shoulder; 
not enough public transit services; and 
difficulty in accessing Turner Park. 


The problems identified by the public are consistent with the findings of the traffic analysis 
and the Project Study Team’s understanding of the operational difficulties being experienced 
on the roadway. 


The issues identified were given careful consideration in the development of the preferred 
improvement plan. Detailed responses to the issues raised by the public are provided in 
Chapter 2. 


1.4 Related Studies and Projects 


Studies and proposed construction works related to this study area have been identified. 
They are as follows: 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth, improvements to Stone Church Road 
between Garth Street and east of Upper Mount Albion Road - Class EA in progress, 
expected ESR submission in early 1995; 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth east-west freeway from Highway 403 
in Ancaster to Mount Albion Road in Hamilton - approved 1985; 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth Class Environmental Study Report, 
Upper Gage Avenue, Thorley Drive/Edwina Place to Rymal Road, February 1993; 
and 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth Transportation Study, Draft 1994, 
Projected Traffic Volumes for the East-West Freeway, Rymal Road and Stone 
Church Road. 
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2.0 PROJECT APPROACH 


The purpose of this section is to provide an understanding of the manner in which the project 
was conducted. 


2.1 Study Organization 


In August 1993, the Council of the Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth approved 
the recommendation to retain Parker Consultants to carry out the environmental assessment 
for the preliminary design of Rymal Road from West Sth Street to Upper Gage Avenue in 
conjunction with the Special Projects Office. The Special Projects staff undertook the 
preliminary design tasks for this project. 


The Project Study Team was made up of the following individuals: 


Pre Design and Special Projects Division Parker Consultants 
Gary Moore, Manager of Engineering Tim Stuart, Senior Project Manager 
Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner Ray Smith, Environmental Planner 


In addition, the following City/Regional departments and individuals contributed input 
directly to the Preliminary Design Study Team. 


Planning and Development/Local Planning Division 
Vladimir Matus, Manager of Urban Planning 


Bill Janssen, Division Head, Policy and Neighbourhood Planning 


Planning and Development/Strategic Planning Division 
Norm Ragatlie, Policy Analyst 


Environmental Services Department 
G.D. Baguley, Planning Engineer 
Mark Robinson, Planning Engineer 


City of Hamilton Public Works Department 
Reg Meiers, Operations Engineer 
Werner Plessl, Coordinator of Park Development and Maintenance 
Jim Pook, Horticulturalist 


Programming and Development. Roads Department 
Vince Zingaro, Manager of Road Programming and Maintenance 


City of Hamilton Traffic Department 
Hart Solomon, Manager of Traffic Operations 


Hamilton Street Railwav 
William O’Brien, Director of Transportation Services 
James A. Dahms, Supervisor, Planning and Design 


The study included liaison with the following groups: 


- affected municipalities (City and Regional staff); 
- government ministries and agencies; 

- the general and affected public; and 

- utility companies. 


bo 
to 


These groups were contacted to: 


- ensure that all relevant concerns of the various parties are identified and given 


appropriate consideration; 
- assist in the identification of environmentally significant areas, issues and concerns; 


- ensure that where any adverse effects of the recommended plan are unavoidable, 


these effects are minimized and the appropriate mitigation measures introduced; and 


- ensure that all appropriate work required beyond the preliminary design stage (1.e. 


commitments to future work) is clearly outlined and documented. 


The following describes the participation of the various groups involved. 


2.2. Municipal Involvement 


On March 31, 1994, City and Regional department staff members were notified, by way of 
memo, of the project. Recipients of the memo were asked to indicate their interest or 
desired level of involvement in the project and to provide any information that might be 
relevant to the project, A copy of the memo and its attachments is enclosed in Appendix A, 


along with a list of recipients, Responses received are also enclosed in Appendix A. 


A summary of comments received from Regional and City staff and the response to those 


comments can be found in ‘Table 2.2. 


On July 8, 1994 the Project ‘Team held a meeting with members of Regional/City statl, 


Representatives from the following departments were in attendance 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
Planning Department, Regional and Local 


Programming and Development Division, Roads Department 
Special Projects Office 


City of Hamilton 
Traffic Department 


Public Works Department 
- Operations Division 
- Parks Development and Maintenance Division 


The purpose of the meeting was to respond to issues identified by members of the public, as 
well as to seek Regional/City input on the preliminary design. 


The following is a summary of the input received on the preliminary design: 


- concerns were expressed about traffic volumes and the need for five versus three lanes 


on Rymal Road; 


the Public Works Department indicated that they intend to relocate the entrance to the 


public works yard to the Turner Park entrance and provide new signals at Republic 
Avenue (opposite the Turner Park entrance); 


the City of Hamilton Public Works Department indicated that concerns regarding 


sidewalks should be forwarded to them; and 


the Traffic Department requested that underground duct work for future traffic signals be 
provided at major intersections. 


In response to this input, the preferred improvement plan includes a future intersection at 
Republic Avenue and the Turner Park entrance, as well as underground duct work for future 
traffic signals at Upper Wellington Street, Upper Sherman Avenue and Miles Road. 


On October 20, 1994, those City and Regional staff members who had previously shown 


interest in being involved or kept informed of the status of the project, were invited to attend 
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the second public information centre to review the preferred improvement plan. Recipients 
were also sent a copy of the current project newsletter and newspaper notice. A copy of the 
letter, attachments, and mailing list is found in Appendix A, along with the responses 
received to date. The second Public Information Centre was attended by representatives of 
the Hamilton Fire Department and Hamilton Street Railway. 


Throughout the study period various City and Regional staff members were consulted to 
review specific details of the project. 


2.3 External Involvement 


2.3.1 Agencies/Ministries 


Government and agency involvement was encouraged through contact with the appropriate 
ministries and agencies. 


On March 31, 1994, letters were sent out to ministries and agencies, informing them of the 
project and seeking input. A copy of the letter and mailing list is enclosed in Appendix B 
along with responses received to date. Comments received from ministries and agencies, and 
the responses to those comments are summarized in Table 2.3 


On October 20, 1994, those ministries/agencies who had previously shown an interest in 
being involved in the study were invited to attend the second public information centre to 
review the preferred improvement plan. Recipients were also sent a copy of the current 
project newsletter and newspaper notice. A copy of the letter, attachments, and mailing list 
is found in Appendix A, along with the responses received to date. 


The second Public Information Centre was attended by a representative from the Hamilton 
Region Conservation Authority. 
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2.3.2 Utilities 


On March 31, 1994, letters were sent out to relevant utility companies informing them of the 
project and seeking input. A copy of the letter and mailing list is enclosed in Appendix B, 
along with responses received to date. Comments received from utility companies are 
summarized in Table 2.3 


On October 20, 1994, those utility companies who had previously shown an interest in being 
involved in the study were invited to attend the second public information centre to review 
the preferred improvement plan. Recipients were also sent a copy of the current project 
newsletter and newspaper notice. A copy of the letter, attachments, and mailing list is found 
in Appendix A. No responses have been received to date. 


The second Public Information Centre was attended by a representative from Hamilton 
Hydro. 


2.4 Public Involvement 


The public was involved in the project throughout the course of the study. There were two 
Public Information Centres held. 


Initial formal contact with the public was made through a newspaper notice and distribution 
of an information brochure describing the nature of the project, and requesting involvement 
or input from the public at the first Public Information Centre. The information brochure 
(see Appendix C) was mailed out to 2,700 area residents and businesses within and adjacent 
to the study area. 


The first Public Information Centre was held on June 15, 1994 and was attended by 63 
people. The purpose of this Public Information Centre was to introduce the study, describe 
the environmental assessment process, review the problem, alternatives and evaluation 
criteria and gain input from the public. 


A number of questions and issues were raised by the public through a combination of 
comment sheets from the Public Information Centre and independent contact made with 
members of the Project Study Team. 


In July 1994, the Project Study Team met with relevant municipal department staff to deal 
with and respond to these concerns. 


Answers to the issues raised at the first Public Information Centre, as well as issues raised 
through personal contact with members of the Project Study Team made separate from Public 
Information Centres, were provided in a project newsletter "Project Update". The newsletter 
also served as notice for the second Public Information Centre. 


The second Public Information Centre was held on October 27, 1994 and was attended by 34 
people. The public was formally notified of the information centre by newspaper 
advertisements and through the distribution of 2,700 "Project Update" newsletters which 
were mailed out to area residents and businesses within and adjacent to the study area. The 
newsletter was also mailed out to all those who filled out a comment sheet at the first Public 
Information Centre or contacted the Project Study Team on their own. The purpose of the 
second Public Information Centre was to present the evaluation criteria and process used to 
evaluate design alternatives, present and receive input on the preferred improvement plan, 
and provide information on the project schedule. 


Responses to concerns raised at the second Public Information Centre were mailed out in a 
letter that dealt with all issues raised. These response letters were mailed to everyone who 
submitted a comment sheet at the second Public Information Centre (total of 13 letters sent). 


The two Public Information Centres are summarized in the Public Information Summary 
Reports (#1 and #2) found in Appendix C. All comment sheets received, the Public 
Information Centre #1 brochure, "Project Update" newsletter and response letter are also in 
Appendix C. 


In addition to input received from the public at the Public Information Centres, 27 
individuals contacted the Consultant or Regional staff to either provide input or ask questions 
about the project. Such input was primarily received through phone calls or in some cases, 
correspondence. Responses were provided verbally to phone calls and where more detailed 
information was requested, the newsletter "Project Update" or one of the Public Information 
Centre information package handouts was mailed to the individual. In addition to this, 

15 people requested to be, and were added to the mailing list, and eight people requested 
information that was mailed to them directly. 


Table 2.4 summarizes all the issues/concerns raised by the public and the responses provided 
during the course of the study. 
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3.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS 


The purpose of this section is to describe the existing natural environment, 
social/economic/cultural environment, transportation facilities and engineering conditions of 


the project area. 


| Introduction 


3.1.1 Study Area 


In general, the study area for this project is the roadway corridor. This is the area directly 
impacted by any changes to the road. However, changes to the road could also result in 
impacts outside of the road corridor. In each of the following sections the study area is 
described for each environmental or transportation factor. 


Exhibit 3 provides an overview of the existing conditions in the Rymal Road corridor. 
Exhibit 4 provides photographs of Rymal Road in the Upper James Street area and a typical 
two-lane area east of Upper James Street. 

3.1.2 Inventory of the Environment 
An inventory of the environment was conducted. It included an identification of those 


features in the study area which were considered important to the public, agencies and the 
Region. 
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3.2 Natural Environment 


The preferred improvement plan will be built within the existing Regional road property 
limits. The following natural environmental features were reviewed. 

3.2.1 Topography/Landforms 
Rymal Road is located on the Hamilton Mountain, south of the Niagara Escarpment. The 
topography is flat. There are no significant changes in the landscape within the length of the 
road being studied. 

3.2.2 Vegetation 


A tree inventory and evaluation was conducted within the Regional road property. 


Trees located immediately outside the Regional property boundary were also inventoried 
where it was determined that they might be affected by the proposed improvements. 


A report on the tree evaluation is in Appendix D. 


The vegetation within the right-of-way primarily consists of trees and standard turf 
maintained in between the gravel shoulder and property line. 


Seventy six (76) trees or clumps of trees along Rymal Road were identified and assessed. 
The health of the tree population is satisfactory considering the stresses of human activities 
along this route. Sixty three (63) trees are considered healthy and thirteen (13) are in weak 
or in poor condition. 


3.2.3 Wildlife 
There are no significant species of wildlife reported within the study corridor. However, the 
existing habitat supports common songbirds (e.g. robins and starlings) and small mammals 
(e.g. squirrels). 
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Hamilton Region Conservation Authority have been 
notified of the study and have not expressed any concerns regarding wildlife. 

3.2.4 Air Quality 
One of the problems on the existing roadway is that vehicles are regularly using the gravel 
shoulders to bypass left turning vehicles. This creates a lot of dust and has been identified 
by the public as a concern. 


3.2.5 Agriculture 


There are some existing agricultural land uses adjacent to the study area, however, this land 
is zoned for future residential development. 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Food was notified of the study and indicated that they had 
no concerns. 
3.2.6 Surface Drainage 


The natural drainage basin in which the study area is located flows from south to north to the 
major east-west trunk sewer which outlets into Red Hill Creek. 


The study area presently is serviced by an existing storm sewer from West 5th Street to 
Upper Wellington Street and roadside ditches from Ryckman Street to Upper Gage Avenue. 


The roadside ditches empty into the existing minor drainage ditches present within the project 
limits. These ditches are collected by the east-west trunk sewer. 


Cee: Social, Economic and Cultural Environment 


3.3.1 Heritage Resources 


There are no sites or structures having significant archaeological, historical or architectural 
value in the study area. 


The Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Recreation have indicated that they have no concerns. 


3.3.2 Recreation 


The following recreation/open space land uses are adjacent to the study area and have direct 
access to Rymal Road: 


Turner Park, a multi-field baseball park complex owned and operated by the City of 
Hamilton, is presently in its first phase of development. It will eventually have 12 
fields and two field houses and will service approximately 400 people every two 
hours; 

Mount Hamilton Cemetery; and 

a small picnic and rest area adjacent to the City Public Works Yard at Turner Park. 


They are all located on the south side of Rymal Road between Upper Wellington Street and 
Upper Wentworth Street and must be accommodated with accesses from Rymal Road. 


3.3.3. Community Features 


Rymal Road, from West Sth Street to Upper Gage Avenue is part of ten city 

neighbourhoods. Moving from west to east it serves as the southern boundary for Mewburn, 
Ryckmans, Barnstown, Butler and Eleanor neighbourhoods and the northern boundary for 
Kennedy East, Allison, Chappel West, Chappel East and Broughton West neighbourhoods. 
The neighbourhoods are predominantly residential and include community facilities such as 
schools and parks, as well as commercial developments particularly along the arterial roads. 
Land use within the study area is described in the following section (Section 3.3.4). 


The study area is in an area designated for urban development. At present it is not yet fully 
developed. Exhibit 3 shows the existing land use conditions along the roadway. 
3.3.4 Residential/Commercial/Institutional Land Uses 


Land use information was obtained from Approved Land Use Neighbourhood Plans 
developed by the Regional Planning and Development Department. 


Predominant land uses along the roadway are residential, commercial, park and recreational 


and open space. 


Existing Land Use 

The existing land use features are shown on Exhibit 3, Rymal Road Existing Conditions. At 
present, there is some undeveloped land along Rymal Road. It is zoned for future 
residential, commercial and institutional land uses. 

Future Land Use 


The future land uses along Rymal Road include: 


residential - single and double 


- attached housing 


- low density apartments 
- medium density apartments 


- commercial and apartments 


+ non-residential - neighbourhood commercial 
- highway commercial 

- civic and institutional 

- park and recreational 

- open space 

- utilities 


Future lane use is shown in Exhibits 5 and 6. 


The breakdown of future land use frontages along Rymal Road are as follows: 


Future Future Future 


Commercial | Residential Recreational/Open 


Frontage Frontage Space Frontage 
(% of total (% of total (% of total (% of total 


frontage) frontage) frontage) frontage) 


Section of Rymal Road 


West Sth Street to Ryckman Street 100% ee) 


Ryckman Street to Upper 
Wellington Street 


Upper Wellington Street to Upper 
Wentworth Street 


Upper Wentworth Street to Upper 


Sherman Avenue 


Upper Sherman Avenue to Upper 


Gage Avenue 


* 10 percent civic and institutional and 5 percent utilities 


RESIDENTIAL 


SINGLE AND DOUBLE 


> 
mM 
Yl 


A 


ATTACHED HOUSING 


Z ) iY i b prea 5 ra 
Ag IZZ Ye ae | , 
4 v4 LS =v ig | (t 66 5G aN EW : \2 : i 
g i 1 ni i oe es Phy nes A By Me f *: 


: 
: & panels =] MEDIUM DENSITY APARTMENTS 
: = 
: 
| iS ine “As | COMMERCIAL AND APARTMENTS 
Aine SRr20/s SQeh a ts +\ | 
af (SIH 
| hes N SWE K, NON-RESIDENTIAL 
Ss Lopate © 2s : SOS 972 SCIAP § { LA “Uh 5 , eae 
ra. as EER SS eae i NO) : a3 SG NEIGHBOURHOOD COMMERCIAL 
) 


OFFICES AND SERVICE COMMERCIAL 


— 


HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL 


CIVIC AND INSTITUTIONAL 


PARK AND RECREATIONAL 


OPEN SPACE 


JAME S cee een cee eevee co co come aos 
ee 


Se a oe 


Jf 


os 


PR ty 

'e, 

ee 
Pass 
Zi 


VN er 
ye Oa 


Sana 


BES | Ipazsasdad JC 


SOON 
‘ 


° 
I 
on 


ones [Co |e) Olin 
“abi . 4. = A 2 
wii |e 5) . 
A f iE = wae \ baie 
Views 4 : |) aS 


Leh 
f 
l 
fam) 


falar 


a Ce) ace 

c | wv SUA 

Coy cH) Cajcs | calf 
ORIV 


bo 


b Cy bic 
CHRISTOPHER a 3 


fen) 
Ss 


L 

A 
pe 
eek 
St 

‘ed 

Gj 
| GI 
|B: 

\ Bo 

FS ee 
SE i 

= SS Oy |b 


‘LS. 


i a Q 
seal} é ppoctidl \ SI 
2 7 V 4. qo).4 oe a PE 
. a. ‘ 
JG : “6 
: - i i‘ ¢) ‘ ol: 415 ee. 
4 = 
1 A . % * A de dees tC) - 
» YY ry 4+ =< ba 
Seca nam TOn TT; Trny sy ns F EST eee aes ty 4 - 
| f = A 

ry ae H y : F = =i 4 D5. fut? / [ 
‘ J q SIR a eS i Bee | aie ee CN a ee re rel 


L 
4 


5 
Wine : 
p 
3 ' tf 
iN Vx rat vet | RF ANAM 
eat ba Per al ER ASI: fae { 


Limit, 


op ay 


FUTURE LAND USE 
exhibit 5 


< 8 I oo ) ze: Ane : 4 : 4H: a2 i: ; 
: ae HLL so] * To DOOM Yeah oe 1 commit : LEGEND 
Wy [sa] [98 DXXKX ork sa H : = 
ae ray (Gs Les-k) Araph 0.9 0 40° 0 NF, - Url ey 
p $40 ¢ , ob f ie. (rs LEY 
4 i lp 45 RESIDENTIAL 
RE: 1 Sheet R = 
‘ : wz) won Sq I N\ 4 a = SINGLE AND DOUBLE 
iS a ‘ ; 7 Nob ela| Se 
a4 4 [664 b> eo we VSS pcre 7 : 2 kIT [ ii \\¢ = 4 (eee ATTACHED HOUSING 
cy i : 00.0, 0 agar i Pee ae Agia 1 | J B=} = 
co -fT0. ? : rat 505] MEDIUM DENSITY APARTMENTS 
om SUF rE AST | <=t|| [= 
a: f - ba 3H ere eone)} HIGH DENSITY APARTMENTS 
a: ( () PRUHDA NON-RESIDENTIAL 
rc] wi <a ae er 
= : i¢ oad 
a 5 * ney ee] HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL 
u 0, =n ~4 
eee oY fi. Vs CIVIC AND INSTITUTIONAL 
Mar baniueacses RY N 


AI0I0=)SuCacs! 


AVENUE 


PARK AND RECREATIONAL 


a6 


UTILITIES 


ELEANOR 


el PRLS Ar 


ge 
Settee “see 


y 


‘teas 


7 


= iy Ly EE) * 
uw Cie peek bees 
= ” 

ee 


. STREET 


AVENUE: 


: PPE R: mene GAG E- 


“JN. ron 
« PUBLIC SC) 


PEERY - | Oe | 4 - 
=in XX ROW 00000000000 ee 
LX 

wwe 

WY 


| 
KKK KKK 


YOXYHOT 


FUTURE LAND USE 
exhibit 6 


3.4 Transportation Facilities and Engineering Data 


3.4.1 Roadway Operating Characteristics 


From West 5th Street to just east of Upper James Street, the roadway includes two through 
lanes westbound, one through lane eastbound, turning lanes, raised medians and curb 
treatments. The intersections at West 5th Street and Upper James Street are signalized. 
Sidewalks front the commercial development on the north side of Rymal Road from West 5th 
Street to Upper James Street. Rymal Road east of Ryckman Street is a semi-urban, two-lane 
road with two-way traffic operation and traffic signals at the intersections of Upper 
Wentworth Street, Upper Gage Avenue and the City of Hamilton Public Works yard access. 
The roadway consists mainly of two 3.5 m paved lanes, 4.5 m gravel shoulders, grassed 
boulevards, and roadside ditches. 


In the past, right and left turning lanes have been constructed where problems with turning 
traffic, capacity, or a need to control access to commercial developments have been 
identified (Upper Wellington Street, Upper Sherman Avenue, and Upper Wentworth Street). 
Continuous dual left turn lanes have been constructed east of the study area (i.e. east of 
Upper Gage Avenue). 


Rymal Road has been identified as having operational deficiencies resulting in regular traffic 
congestion. Rymal Road is a designated as a truck route, and is used by school buses. 
Traffic is required to slow or stop for buses or vehicles making left turns into residences and 
commercial enterprises. 


Traffic on the shoulder area occurs regularly to bypass stopped or slowing vehicles. The 
lack of sidewalks results in pedestrian activity along the shoulder of the roadway which 
conflicts with the vehicles using the shoulder area and creates an unsafe situation. The heavy 
use of this roadway has also resulted in the deterioration of pavement condition in certain 
areas which require rehabilitation. 


3.4.2 Traffic Analysis Study 


A traffic analysis has been carried out to assess the current and expected future problem 
areas on Rymal Road, including intersection operations, lane widths, turning lanes and other 
traffic related issues. The traffic study forms a principle component of the basis for the 
project justification and the proposed roadway improvements. The Traffic Analysis Report 
dated September 1994, is on file and can be reviewed at the Special Projects Office of the 
Regional Municipality of Hamilton- Wentworth. 


Existing traffic volumes and vehicle turning movements for the morning and evening peak 
hours are illustrated in Exhibit 7. 


These volumes represent typical weekday peak hour volumes that recur throughout the year 
and are representative of the most critical periods for traffic operations. The vehicle turning 
movement information was obtained from counts conducted by the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth (1993 and 1994). For the purposes of the traffic analysis the existing morning 


and evening peak hour traffic was used. 
Existing roadway features are as follows: 


West Sth Street to Upper James Street 
intersections on Rymal Road at West Sth Street and at Upper James Street operate 
as fully actuated signalized intersections (where signal phases in all directions are 
controlled by detectors and cycle length and green times vary in response to 
demand); 
left turn lanes on Rymal Road are at West Sth Street; 
left turn lanes are on all approaches at Upper James Street; and 
two westbound lanes with curbs and gutters and one eastbound lane with gravel 
shoulders and ditches. 


Upper James Street to Ryckman Street 
two westbound lanes and two eastbound lanes with curb and gutter; and 
two eastbound lanes 60 m east of Upper James Street merge to a single lane with 
curb and gutter. 
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NOTE 


Ryckman Street to Upper Wellington Street 
- intersections at Ryckman Street and Upper Wellington Street unsignalized; and 


- this section is a two-lane roadway with gravel shoulders and open ditches. 


Upper Wellington Street to Upper Wentworth Street 

- this section is a two-lane roadway with gravel shoulders with ditches; 

- eastbound left turn lane at Upper Wellington Street; 

: westbound left turn lane at Public Works Yard; 

- — left turn lanes on all approaches at the intersection of Upper Wentworth Street; and 

+ intersections of Rymal Road and Upper Wentworth Street and Public Works Yard 
Operate as semi-actuated signal controls (where Rymal Road always has a green 
light until detectors on the sidestreet determine that a vehicle has arrived on the side 
street and then a green phase for the sidestreet is given) 


Upper Wentworth Street to Upper Gage Avenue 

- this section is a two-lane roadway with 3.6 m paved lanes (each direction) and 
4.5 m gravel shoulders with ditches; 

- eastbound and westbound left turn lanes at Upper Sherman Avenue; 

- left turn lanes on all approaches and southbound and eastbound channelized right 
turn lanes at intersection with Upper Gage Avenue; and 

- intersection of Upper Gage Avenue operates as a semi-actuated control signal (see 
description above) with detector loops on Upper Gage Avenue. 


Existing Signalized Intersections 


The signalized intersections along Rymal Road were analyzed for both capacity and level of 
service (LOS) for the existing morning and evening peak hour traffic conditions. 


The methodology used for the analysis is outlined in the 1985 Highway Capacity Manual. 


The signalized intersections along Rymal Road are operating at an acceptable level of service 
during the existing peak hours, with the exception of Upper James Street. The existing lane 


configurations for these intersections are sufficient to maintain an acceptable level of service. 


The intersection of Rymal Road and Upper James Street is operating at level of service F 
(above capacity, congested) during the evening peak hour. The critical movements within 
this imfersection are the southbound and northbound left turns (p.m. peak hour). These left 
turns are operating on a separate left turn lane and are presently operating beyond capacity. 
The left turning vehicles are not able to execute their tums during a green phase and are 


experiencing long delays. 


The eastbound approach operates with a separate left tum lane and a shared through and 
night tum lane. This shared through and right turn lane is presently operating at an 
acceptable level of service, however, field observations have noted access difficulties for 
commercial properties on the south side of Rymal Road. west of Upper Jemes Street, due to 
a line up of traffic at the miersection. 


Existing Unsignalized Intersections 


= —* — a al; — a+ ae | — — 4-42 >-- — —— oess- eo = 
The level of service of an unsignalized miersection is based on delay to the side street tra 


and is expressed im temms of the reserve. or unused capacity of each lane. 


The unsignalized intersections along Rymal Road were analyzed utilizing the methodology 
contained im the 1985 Hishway Capacity Manual. 
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The unsignalized intersections of Rymal Road with Upper Wellington Street. Upper Sherman 
Avenue and Miles Road are currently operating at level of service E (near capacity) for the 
northbound and southbound leit tums for both the moming and evening peak hour. S 
delay is being experienced by drivers wishing to make these left mms. Delay of this type 
common for traffic turning from a sideroad to an arterial road at an unsignalized intersection 
during peak traffic periods. However, the amount of delay is not sufficient to warrant the 
installation of traffic control signals. 

At the Miles Road intersection signals may be warranted in the future to provide safe 
crossing for pedestrians and cyclists as Miles Road/Eva Road is on a Regional Bi 


Route. 


Left turn storage lengths were also reviewed for adequacy as part of the traffic analysis. 
Left turn lanes are available on Rymal Road at each signalized intersection as well as the 
unsignalized intersection of Rymal Road with Upper Wellington Street and Upper Sherman 
Avenue. 


Rymal Road is presently operating near capacity for a two-lane roadway, however, with the 
construction of the Red Hill Creek Expressway the traffic volumes are expected to be 
reduced. In the long term with full development of the area the traffic will continue to grow 
and additional improvements may be required. Traffic projections for Rymal Road in the 
future are as follows: 


Current two-way daily traffic = 20,000 
Year 2001 with expressway = 15,000 
year 2021 = 25,000 


The highest traffic volumes for the next 15 years was noted as the existing traffic condition. 


3.4.3 Accident Information 


Accident data was reviewed for the period from 1988 to 1993 for the area from Upper James 
Street to Upper Gage Avenue. 


The highest number of intersection accidents are reported for Rymal Road and Upper James 
Street, and the highest number for a section of road is Upper James Street to Upper 
Wellington Street. 


Accident rates were calculated using the methodology contained in the ITE Traffic 


Engineering Handbook - 4th Edition 1992 and compared with the Provincial Highways road 
accident rate and the Region of Hamilton-Wentworth accident rate. 


The accident analysis shows that all roadway section accident rates are below the Region of 
Hamilton-Wentworth average accident rate. 


The accident analysis for signalized intersections, when compared to the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth average accident rate, indicates a higher than average rate only at the Upper 
James Street intersection. This could be due to increased driver frustration associated with 
the present operation of this busy intersection. 


The following summarizes the type of accidents that occurred, over the six-year period, from 
Upper James Street to Upper Gage Avenue. 


Rear-end 58% 
Head-on 16% 
Out-of-control 15% 
Sideswipe 10% 


Failed to stop 1% 
This data indicates that the majority of accidents are rear-end collisions. This type of 
accident could be due to the many entrances on Rymal Road. A count of the existing 
entrances (excluding intersections) shows a total of 116 in the study area. 


3.4.4 Geo Environmental and Geotechnical Investigation 


To date, existing geotechnical data provided by the Region has been used for the preliminary 
design. 


In February 1994, Mountainview Geotechnical Ltd. conducted a geo-environmental 
investigation on Rymal Road between West 5th Street and Upper James Street. 


The objectives of the environmental investigation were: 
. to determine the subsurface soil conditions at the site, and assess if fuel 


contamination is present along the south side of the road in the line of the hydro 
poles; and 


ave? 


: to establish the current environmental status of the area and assess the need for 
remedial work and soil disposal. 


The investigation found that there is no petroleum contamination of the soils and that major 
waste cleanup and disposal practices should not be required for the subject area. 


The predominant subsurface stratum is glaciolacustrine clay or silt overlying dolostone 
bedrock. 


Specific geotechnical data will be secured as needed to facilitate detail design requirements. 


3.4.5  Utilities/Infrastructure 
The following utilities are present within the existing right-of-way: 
- storm sewer, from West 5th Street to Upper Wellington Street 


. watermain 


+ sanitary sewer 


. gas 
. cable LV 
- hydro 


- Bell Telephone 


Utility companies have been involved in the study and have expressed no concerns. 


3.5 Summary of Significant Environmental Factors 


Table 3.5 summarizes the significant environmental issues/concerns and potential effects. 
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Table 3.5 


Summary of Existing Environment 


Peis ee Highlights of Existing Conditions 
Topography/Landforms - flat 
- covered with grass/vegetation 


Vegetation - consists of trees and standard turf beyond gravel shoulder 
to property line 
Wildlife - habitat supports common songbirds (e. g. robins and 


starlings) and small mammals (e.g. Squirrels) 
Air Quality + gravel shoulders create dust 
- traffic congestion results in high emission rates from 
Agriculture , 


vehicles 
Surface Drainage * storm sewers from West 5th Street to Upper Wellington 
Street 
- roadside ditches for remainder of study area 


some existing agricultural land uses adjacent to study 
area, however, land zoned for future residential 
development 


Recreation and Institutional | - Turner Park a major baseball park, Mount Hamilton 
Cemetery and a small picnic and rest area adjacent to a 


City Public Works Yard are adjacent to the right-of-way 


Community Features - Study area right-of-way part of ten city neighbourhoods 
- neighbourhoods are largely residential with community 
facilities such as schools and parks as well as commercial 


developments particularly along arterial roads 


Residential/Commercial 
Land Uses 


- primarily commercial from West Sth Street to Ryckman 
Street, and residential from Ryckman Street to Upper 
Gage Avenue 

- existing land use includes areas of undeveloped land 

zoned for future commercial or residential land uses 


Table 3.5 


Summary of Existing Environment 


ea | Highlights of Existing Conditions 


Roadway Characteristics - from West 5th Street to Upper James Street roadway 
includes two through lanes westbound and one through 
lane eastbound, turning lanes, raised medians and curb 
treatments 

- east of Ryckman Street, roadway includes one westbound 
lane and one eastbound lane, wide gravel shoulders, 
grassed boulevards, and roadside ditches 

- traffic signals at West 5th Street, Upper James Street, 
City of Hamilton Public Works Yard, Upper Wentworth 

Street and Upper Gage Avenue 


Traffic Analysis 


- signalized intersection of Upper James Street is above 
capacity and congested 

- unsignalized intersections of Upper Wellington Street, 
Upper Sherman Avenue and Miles Road are operating 
near capacity 

- Rymal Road is operating near capacity for a two-lane 
roadway 

- traffic volumes on Rymal Road are expected to be 

reduced with the construction of the Red Hill Creek 

Expressway, from current daily volumes of 20,000 

vehicles/day to 15,000 vehicles/day (in year 2001) 


Accident Information - higher than average (i.e. Region of Hamilton-Wentworth 
average) accident rate at Upper James Street intersection 
* majority of accidents on Rymal Road are rear-end 


collisions, possibly due to the many entrances on Rymal 


Road 

Geo Environmental * predominant subsurface stratum is glaciolacustrine clay or 
silt overlying dolostone bedrock 

Uuilities + storm sewer (from West Sth Street to Upper Wellington 
Street) 


+ watermain and sanitary sewer, (for full length of study 
area) 


- gas, cable TV, hydro and Bell Telephone 


4.0 Alternatives and Evaluation 


4.1 Planning Alternatives 
4.2 Design Alternatives 
4.3 Evaluation and Selection of Recommended Plan 
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4.0 ALTERNATIVES AND EVALUATION 


The purpose of this section is to provide documentation of the decision making process that 
led to the selection of a recommended improvement plan for Rymal Road. 


4.1 Planning Alternatives 


Objectives of the planning alternatives are to solve the problems that have been identified: 
to develop a plan that will improve the safety and efficiency of the roadway; 
- to accommodate a mix of types of vehicular traffic on the roadway; 


- to improve the safety and efficiency of turning movements at intersections and 


entrances; 


to develop a cross-section that is compatible with adjacent land uses and meets the 
long term needs of the Regional road system; 


to develop a recommended plan which is technically, and economically feasible; and 
to develop a plan which minimizes impacts on the environment and the existing 


residential and commercial properties fronting onto the roadway. 


The following is a discussion of the planning alternatives and the advantages and 
disadvantages of each: 


Do nothing 


This will not improve operating safety on the roadway or the capacity to alleviate 
existing traffic congestion. Local access to driveways will continue to be difficult 
and there will be continuing high maintenance demand for gravel shoulders. 


Introduce signage preventing left turns 


This alternative would increase turning movements at intersections and traffic on 
side streets while continuing to make local access to driveways difficult. 


Direct traffic to other routes 


This alternative would require that improvements be carried out to other roadways 
which have not been designed to carry high volumes of traffic (e.g. Stone Church 
Road). Diversion of traffic to Stone Church Road is not desirable due to the 
residential environment of Stone Church Road. Presently there is a separate Class 
EA study underway which is considering the nature of reconstruction for Stone 
Church Road. The volumes of traffic expected to be diverted are low. Operating 
problems and difficulty accessing driveways will continue on Rymal Road. 


Localized operational improvements including rehabilitation of pavement 


The development of a series of left turn lanes at side streets would result in 
overlapping and back-to-back lane configurations (i.e. tapers) which are confusing to 
drivers from an operational perspective. Difficulty accessing driveways will 
continue on Rymal Road. 


Upgrade or widen existing roadway to address deficiencies 


Widening of the existing roadway and development of additional lanes would 
improve the efficiency of through traffic movements and operating safety on the 
roadway while reducing traffic congestion. A continuous left turn lane would 
provide improved access to local driveways. 


It was determined that the alternative to "upgrade or widen existing roadway to address 
deficiencies" was the most efficient solution to the problems identified on Rymal Road. The 
planning alternatives and the results of the review of alternatives (advantages/disad vantages) 
was presented at the first Public Information Centre on June 15, 1994 and gained acceptance 
from the public. 


4.2 Design Alternatives 


Upgrading the existing roadway to address operating deficiencies will realize the most 
efficient solution to the problems identified on Rymal Road. 


Two design alternatives were developed and evaluated during the study. Each of these 
alternatives could be achieved without disturbing the right-of-way outside of the existing 
ditch line or altering the basic horizontal or vertical alignments. 


Alternative A 

This design alternative entails the provision of one lane in each direction and improvements 
to intersections with the addition of turning lanes where deficiencies are identified. 
Alternative B 

This design alternative entails the provision of one lane in each direction and the introduction 


of a two-way left turn lane in the centre. It includes intersection improvements with the 
addition of turning lanes where necessary. 


A third design alternative using four lanes was considered but not pursued. This alternative 
would only increase traffic efficiency by a small amount however, it would have considerable 
impact on properties and vegetation as it would require a wider roadway platform for 
construction. Additionally it was noted that traffic volumes are expected to be reduced 
considerably with completion of the east-west freeway and a two-lane improved roadway 
facility will be acceptable for at least the next 15 years. 


423 Evaluation and Selection of Recommended Plan 


The design alternatives were evaluated with regard to six factors. The factors represent 
issues of importance to the safe and efficient operation of the roadway and were developed 
by the Project Team based on professional experience and input received from the public, 


ministries/agencies and municipal departments. 
The following is a list of factors and their definitions: 


Access Safety 
. the safety with which drivers can access the properties or driveways adjacent to the 
roadway in the study area. 


Pedestrian/Bicycle Safety 
- the safety with which pedestrians and cyclists can travel along or across the 
roadway. 


Intersection Operation 
- the safety and efficiency with which drivers can pass through an intersection 
including through traffic and turning vehicles. 


Cost 


- the cost of constructing the design alternative 


Drainage 
- the impact of the design alternative on storm water drainage: quantity and quality of 
runoff 


Air Quality 
- the potential for improvements to air quality as it relates to dust and vehicular 
emissions associated with traffic operations on Rymal Road 


The evaluation process involved the weighting of factors to represent their importance in 
relationship to each other. The most important factor was weighted as ten (10) and the least 
important was weighted as one (1). 


Table 4.3 shows the evaluation of the design alternatives. Each alternative was given a score 
for each factor. Notes explaining the reasons for each score are also shown in the table. 
Each score was then multiplied by the importance of the factor and totalled for each design 
alternative. A higher score indicates that this alternative meets the road needs better than the 
alternative with a lower score. 


The design alternatives, the evaluation of these alternatives and the preferred improvement 
plan were presented at the second Public Information Centre on October 27, 1994 and gained 
general acceptance by the public. 


After taking into consideration the input received from the public, other departments and 
government agencies, and conducting the evaluation of design alternatives, the Region 
selected the three-lane roadway with improvements at major intersections, as the 
recommended improvement plan. The recommended plan will resolve the major problems 
identified by the Roads Department and the public. 


Evaluation of Design Alternatives 


Table 4.3 


Alternatives 


Importance 
Factor (Out of 10) Score Total Score Total 
Reason Score Reason Score 
Z 9 


Access 10 10x2 10x9 
Safety = 20 | provides refuge for left = 90 
turning vehicles into 
driveways 
Pedestrian/ 8x2 7 8x7 
Bicycle = 16 | should eliminate vehicles = 56 
Safety passing on the shoulder, 
therefore improving safety 
for pedestrians and cyclists 


Intersection 10 10x10 10 10x10 
intersection improvements = 100 | intersection improvements = 100 
and the addition of turning and the addition of turning 
lanes where necessary will lanes where necessary will 
maximize the safety and maximize the safety and 
efficiency of the operation efficiency of the operation 


does not provide refuge for 
left turning vehicles into 
driveways 


4 
drivers may still pass left 
turning vehicles on the 
shoulder, creating hazards 
for pedestrians and cyclists 


Operation 
of all intersections in the of all intersections in the 


study area study area 


Drainage 


5 | 


TOTAL | TOTAL SCORES | 


10 7 
it is less expensive to it is slightly more expensive 
construct a two-lane to build a three-lane 
roadway roadway 


9 
there is virtually no 
increase of storm water 
runoff with the two-lane 
design alternative 


8 
three lanes of pavement will 
slightly increase the runoff; 
however, the increased 
runoff can be handled by 
the existing storm water 
ditch system 


aa 


D 


) 
dust will be considerably 
reduced when vehicles stop 
passing on the shoulders, 
also air quality is improved 
with less congestion and 
stopping and starting of 
vehicles 


dust will still be a problem 
if vehicles continue to pass 
on the shoulders, also stop 
and go traffic causes 
increased emissions 


Implementation of a continuous two-way left-turn lane will: 


improve the operating safety on the roadway and reduce rear-end collisions: 

- increase efficiency of through traffic movements; 

- provide a refuge area for left-turning vehicles, thereby reducing local access concerns; 
+ provide a refuge area for pedestrian crossings; and 

- allow for vehicles entering the road to use the two-way left turn lane as an acceleration 


lane at busy time periods. 


The preferred improvement plan is described in Chapter 5. 
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5.0 


Preferred Improvement Plan, Potential Environmental 
Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
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Recommended Improvement Plan 

Potential Environmental Impacts 

Mitigation Measures 

Monitoring 

Summary of Environmentally Significant Issues 
and Commitments for Recommended Plan 


9.0 RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENT PLAN, POTENTIAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION 
MEASURES 

a ee 


The purpose of this section is to describe the preferred improvement plan and related 
engineering and environmental concerns. 


Dei Recommended Improvement Plan 


ered (ee Plan, Profile and Cross-Section 


The recommended improvement plan can be constructed within the Regional property and it 
requires no change to the existing horizontal or vertical alignments. The improvements 
primarily require a widening of the cross-section of the roadway. Features of the 
recommended improvement plan are: 


A three-lane cross-section from Springside Drive to Upper Gage Avenue (one 
eastbound and one westbound lane as well as a 3.6 m wide two-lane left turn lane). 


A five-lane cross-section will be developed from West Sth Street to Springside Drive 
(two eastbound and two westbound lanes as well as a 5.0 m wide continuous left 
turn lane). 


The construction of a new curb behind the new edge of pavement on the south side 
of Rymal Road from West Sth Street to Springside Drive and from Upper James 
Street to Ryckman Street on the north side. 


The two-way left turn lane on Rymal Road allows for the provision of an exclusive 
left turn lane at each intersection. 


| | RYMAL ROAD 
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EXCLUSIVE LEFT TURN LANE 


Upgrading of the curb radii or improved definition of the edge of pavement will be 
applied to intersections in the study area, where necessary. 


Gravel shoulders (2.0 m wide) will be provided beyond the edge of pavement on 
both sides of Rymal Road from Springside Drive to Upper Gage Avenue. 


The open ditch system east of Springside Drive will remain as existing. 
The City of Hamilton is proposing to construct sidewalks on the north and south 
side of Rymal Road from Upper James Street to Springside Drive, under the Local 


Improvement Act. 


Photographs showing typical five-lane and three-lane cross-sections similar to those of the 
recommended improvement plan can be found in Exhibit 8. 


The proposed road reconstruction is shown in Exhibit 9 and the proposed cross-section 
features are shown in Exhibit 10. 


5.1.2 Traffic Operations 


With regard to traffic operations, the preferred improvement plan includes the following: 
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PROPOSED CROSS-SECTION 


The introduction of advanced green left turn signal phases for northbound and 
southbound traffic on Upper James Street at Rymal Road. 


The installation of signal ducts for future traffic signals at Upper Wellington Street, 
Upper Sherman Avenue and Miles Road. 


The need for an additional eastbound and westbound lane from West 5th Street to Springside 
Drive is based on findings and recommendations of the traffic analysis report dated 
September 1994 and the need to improve access to existing and future commercial 
development as well as existing residential development in this area. 


The intersections of Upper Wellington Street, Upper Sherman Avenue and Miles Road will 
be monitored by the City of Hamilton Traffic Department and traffic signals will be installed 


when warranted. 


By providing a continuous left turn lane on Rymal Road exclusive left turn lanes will be 


provided at all intersections. 


5.1.3. Drainage 
The preferred improvement plan can be constructed on the existing roadway platform. 


The existing storm sewer systems and outlets will be utilized to facilitate drainage 
requirements of the upgraded roadway from West Sth Street to Springside Drive. The only 
storm sewer works required will be removal of existing catchbasins and installations at the 
new curb line. New catchbasins will only be required to accommodate local roadway 
drainage, and to ensure no areas are hydraulically isolated from the storm outlets. 


The existing roadside ditches will facilitate drainage requirements from Springside Drive to 
Upper Gage Avenue. 


5.1.4 Sidewalks 
The City of Hamilton Public Works Department is planning to construct sidewalks under the 
Local Improvement Act for the south side and north side of Rymal Road between Upper 
James Street and Springside Drive. 
The recommended improvement plan provides space for future sidewalks east of Springside 
Drive within the existing right-of-way. 

5.1.5 Vegetation 
The recommended plan may require the removal of two trees on the south side of Rymal 
Road between West Sth Street and Upper James Street (dependant upon grading 
requirements). This will be confirmed during detail design and replacement will be 
negotiated with the property owner. 
In the area from Upper James Street to Springside Drive the existing trees will be protected 
during construction operations. 


5.1.6 Preliminary Design Criteria 


The following preliminary design criteria were utilized: 


Design speed 70 km/h 
Posted speed 60 km/h 
Crest vertical curve (min.) K = 25 
Sag vertical curve (min.) K = 25 
Lane width - through lane 3.5 m min. 
- turning lane Sipobalves ivi 
Shoulder Width 2.0 m min. 


5.1.7 Project Staging 
The preliminary design phase for this project has been completed. The Regional 
Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth will be proceeding with the detail and construction 


design phase of the project in stages. Construction is anticipated to occur as follows: 


* construction of section from west of Upper James Street to Springside Drive and 
intersection improvements at Eva Street and Republic Avenue in 1995; and 


- construction of section from Springside Drive to Upper Gage Avenue in 1999. 


5.1.8 Project Cost 


The estimated cost of construction is 2.9 million dollars. 


5.2 Potential Environmental Impacts 


The following section provides an identification of the significant factors and the potential 
effects of the recommended improvement plan. 


Vegetation 


The recommended improvement plan for Rymal Road has minimal impact on vegetation east 
of Springside Drive as the work will be carried out on the existing roadway platform. In the 
area between West 5th Street and Upper James Street on the south side of Rymal Road two 
trees may require removal to accommodate grading requirements. On the south side of 
Rymal Road between Upper James Street and Springside Drive existing vegetation will 
require protection during construction activities. 


Air Quality 


With the addition of a two-way left turn lane throughout the study area as well as additional 
lanes (West Sth Street to Springside Drive) and intersection improvements the recommended 
improvement plan will improve air quality. The two-way left turn lane will provide a refuge 
for left turning vehicles thereby eliminating the need for passing on the shoulders 
(eliminating dust generation). The improved traffic flow throughout the corridor will reduce 
emissions caused by the starting and stopping of vehicles. 


Surface Drainage 


The roadway improvements include the removal of the existing gravel shoulder and 
construction of an additional lane and curb and gutter in the area from West Sth Street to 
Springside Drive. They also include the construction of an additional paved lane in the area 
from Springside Drive to Upper Gage Avenue and the reduction of gravel shoulders in 


conjunction with the increase in the paved surface. 


The quantity of stormwater runoff will increase only slightly with the upgrade from hard 
pack gravel to asphalt and can be handled by the existing storm system in the area of West 
5th Street to Springside Drive and by the existing roadside ditches in the area east of 
Springside Drive. 


Recreation and Institutional Land Use 
The addition of the two-way left turn lane will improve the access to Turner Park, the Mount 
Hamilton Cemetery and the picnic/rest area (east of the City of Hamilton Public Works 


Yard). 


The future relocation of the City’s Public Works entrance to use the Turner Park entrance 
will further improve traffic operations in that area (to be done when budget is available). 


Residential/Commercial Land Uses 


The implementation of the recommended improvement plan with intersection improvements 
and two-way left turn lanes will result in improved traffic flow and local access throughout 


the Rymal Road corridor. 


5.3 Mitigation Measures 


A commitment to provide mitigation measures which will minimize the potential 
environmental impacts and reduce them to an acceptable level is proposed by the Region of 
Hamilton-Wentworth. The mitigation measures include both design features of the 
recommended plan and construction commitments. Details of the mitigation measures will be 
developed during the detail design phase of the project. Table 5.5 summarizes the design 
and construction commitments necessary to ensure that impacts are mitigated to the greatest 
extent possible. 


The following section provides a description of mitigation measures to minimize construction 
impacts. 


Soil Erosion 


Standard measures are to be employed during construction to reduce erosion and minimize 
sediment transport into the storm sewer system. 


An erosion control plan will be developed during the detail design stage of the project which 
will follow "erosion and sediment control" guidelines (Hamilton Conservation Authority, 
April 1994). 


This erosion control plan will be included in contract documents for implementation. 


Air Quality 


The application of calcium chloride and/or water will minimize dust levels during 
construction. The requirements for control of dust will be included in the contract 
documents. 


Vegetation Protection 


The protection of vegetation adjacent to the construction area will be identified in the 
contract documents based on input from the City of Hamilton Horticulturalist as to the nature 
of protection required (fencing for example). 


Waste Management 


Excavated materials will be disposed of on site where feasible. Provision will be made for 
the disposal of surplus materials to approved sites as required by the contractor in Region of 
Hamilton-Wentworth contract documents. The reuse of material will be encouraged. 


Access 


Temporary access to commercial entrances during construction will be established during 
detail design. Residential accesses will generally be maintained throughout the construction 
operations, however some short (one or two day) interruptions in access may occur during 
the concrete placement and curing operations and the grading operations. 


Noise 


The contractor will comply with local noise bylaws during construction activities. 


5.4 Monitoring 


The proponent acknowledges the potential environmental impacts which are associated with 
the recommended plan. Consequently, the proponent is prepared to undertake the mitigation 
measures outlined in this chapter. On-site inspection during construction will ensure that 
erosion control measures are effective and that vegetation (trees) identified for protection are 
not impacted by construction. 


5.5 Summary of Significant Issues and Commitments for the 
Recommended Plan 


Table 5.5 provides a summary of issues and the design and construction commitments for the 
recommended plan. 
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APPENDIX A 


Municipal Involvement 
» memos sent to municipal staff 
- mailing list 
- responses received to date 
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 
Transportation / Environmental Services Group 


~~ 
LL 


Roads Department Tel. (905) 546-4277 
25 Main Street West, Suite 1000 Tel. (905) 546-4170 
Hamilton, Ontario L8P 1H] Fax (905) 546-2385 


March 31, 1994 


Memo to: 1~ 


From: Gary Moore, Manager of Engineering 
Special Projects Office, Roads Department 


Re: Class Environmental Assessment for 
Improvements to Rymal Road 


From West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
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The purpose of this memo is to advise you that the Region is planning to reconstruct Rymal Road (see 
Attached map). This project is being planned because of operational and capacity deficiencies. At 
the present time, this section of the road is two paved lanes with wide gravel shoulders. 


.The improvements are required due to present operational problems and to accommodate future traffic 
volumes throughout the study area. 


The project is following the process outlined in the Class Environmental Assessment for Municipal 
Roads Projects. Consultation will be carried out with stakeholders as described by that process. 


We would appreciate if you could fill in the attached form and let us know if you want to be involved 
in the project or if you have information that would be useful in planning this project. Please advise 
us by April 24, 1994 of your interest in the project. Please send your replies to: 


Mr. Tim Stuart, Project Manager 
C.C. Parker Consultants Limited 
1400 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario L8W 3N9 


ONLY THOSE WHO RESPOND WITHIN THE SPECIFIED TIME FRAME, AND THOSE 
DIRECTLY AFFECTED BY THE UNDERTAKING, WILL RECEIVE NOTIFICATION DURING 
LATER STAGES OF PLANNING AND DESIGN. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 


Encl. 
cc Mr. T. Stuart, Parker Consultants 
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 
RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 


TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT = 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


a No further involvement necessary. 


[] Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings. 


Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 


Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in meetings. 


Want to be notified of public information centres. 


(ES Fg Rs AH ps | ad 


Other (Please specify) | 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 


————— Mapping (please specify) a Site Specific Reports 


Ope Studies Other (please specify) 
ne ae 
| Biological —_| | Economic | 
= 
CONCERNS/COMMENTS 
NAME: 


AGENCY: 
ADDRESS: 


Mr. Joseph Schatz, City Clerk 
City Clerk’s Department 
City of Hamilton 


Ms. Patrice Noe Johnson 

Interim Director of Culture and Recreation 
Culture and Recreation Department 

City of Hamilton 


Mr. George Baker, Chief 

Mr. Glen Peace, Assistant Deputy Chief 
Fire Department 

City of Hamilton 


Mr. Vince DiPietro 

Senior Property Officer/Appraiser 
Property Department 

City of Hamilton 


Mr. Doug Lobo, Director of Public Works 

Mr. Reg Meiers, Operations Engineer, Streets and Sanitation Division 
Mr. Jim Pook, Horticulturalist 

Mr. Chris Firth Eaglan, Acting Manager of Street and Sanitation Division 
Public Works Department © 

City of Hamilton 


Mr. Murray Main, Director, Traffic Services 

Mr. Hart Solomon, Manager of Traffic Operations 
Traffic Department 

City of Hamilton 


Mr. Robert Prowse, Regional Clerk 
Clerk s ‘Office 
Regional Municipality Hamilton-Wentworth 


Mr. Nick Catalano, Director 

Mr. Scott Galbraith, Manager, Business Development 
Ms. Jacqueline McNeilly, Development Officer 
Economic Development Department 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


Manager of Environmental Planning Division 
Environmental Services Department 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


Hamilton-Wentworth Housing Authority 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


Dr. Fran Scott, Medical Officer of Health 
Health Department 
Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


Mr. John Abraham, Manager 
Parking and Transit Services 
Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


Mr. Victor Abraham, Director, Local Planning Branch 

Mr. William Janssen, Division Head, Policy and Neighbourhood Planning 
Mr. Vladimir Matus, Manager, Urban Design 

Mr. Paul Mallard, Division Head, Development and Urban Design 
Planning and Development Department Local Planning 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


Mr. Alex Georgieff, Director, Regional Planning Branch 

Mr. David Godley, Manager, Land Use Policy 

Mr. William Pearce, Division Head, Strategic Planning Division 
Mr. Guy Paparella, Division Head, Plan Administration 
Planning and Development Department, Regional Planning 
Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


Planning and Development Department 
Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


Chief Robert Middaugh 

Sgt. John Kenyon, Operation Planning 

Police Department (Regional) 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


Mr. William O’Brien, Director, Transportation Services 
Public Transit Department 
Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


Mr. E.M. (Ted) Gill, Senior Director 

Mr. Geoff Aston, Director, Programming and Development, Roads Department 
Mr. Doug Onishi, Director, Design and Construction 

Roads Department 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


Mr. L.D. (Dale) Turvey, Commissioner of Transportation/Environmental Services 
Transportation and Environmental Services Group 
Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 
RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 


TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


No further involvement necessary. 


Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings. 


Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 


[] Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in meetings. 
[] Want to be notified of public information centres. 


Other (Please specify) 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 
RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 


TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


a No further involvement necessary. 


Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings 


at 


Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 
[] Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in meetings. 
[| Want to be notified of public information centres. 


[ Other (Please specify) 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 
RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 


TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


a No further involvement necessary. 


Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings. 


Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 


[ Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in meetings. 
‘iz Want to be notified of public information centres. 


E Other (Please specify) Opportunity to address specific needs of Hamilton Fire 
Dept. ie. Response routes, water availability etc. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 
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Please note that all correspondence 
re: Road*Construction Project should 


| Technical Sudies Other (please specify) 


be addressed to ehelortrtce lor w] 


NAME: Deputy Chief Garry Smith 
AGENCY: Hamilton Fire Department 


ADDRESS#55 King William Street, Hamilton Ontario <ESR TA? 


Tel. (905) 546-2785/Fax (905) 546-3972 
File: 94.1019 = 


Mier 2/9y 
1994 April 06 


C. C. Parker Consultants Limited 
1400 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 


L8W 3N9 

ATTENTION: Tim Stuart, P.Eng. = Fr lah ae 
Project Manager 

Dear Sir: 


RE: Class EA for Improvements to Rymal Road 
from West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
G. Moore’s Memorandum Dated 1994 March 31 


Attached, is a completed form. If you require any additional information, please contact 
the writer at 546-4297. 


Yours truly, 
R. P. Meiers, P.Eng. 
Operations Engineer 


Public Works Department 


RPM:bg 
Attch. 


[ THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 
RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 


TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


a No further involvement necessary. 


[| Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings. 


Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 


[] Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in meetings. 


[ Want to be notified of public information centres. 
[| Other (Please specify) 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 


project. 
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Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings. 


Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 
Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in meetings. 


Want to be notified of public information centres. 


Other (Please specify) 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 
RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 


TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


a No further involvement necessary. 


ly Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
Une ee 


Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 


[ | Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to pacpale, in meetings. 


[| Want to be notified of public information centres. 


a Other (Please specify) 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 


RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 
TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


[| No further involvement necessary. 


[] Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings. 


Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 


ta Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in aed Liven | 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 
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a THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTE. 
RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 


| TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


[] No further involvement necessary. 3 


"] Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of eternal team 
meetings. 


qq Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project, Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 


[7 Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in raeet'ngs. 


[] Went to be notified of public information centres. 
i Other (Please specify) 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 
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TO: G. Moore YOUR FILE: 
Roads Department 

FROM: G. D. Baguley OUR FILE: 62-08 
Planning Engineer PHONE: (905) 546-4430 


Environmental Services Department 
SUBJECT: Rymal Road from West 5th Street to DATE: April 15, 1994 
Upper Gage Avenue, City of Hamilton 
For your information, sewer installations are complete within the above limits with the exception 
of the following two locations: 
1) from Upper Sherman Avenue to Upper Wentworth Street; and, 


2) from Upper Wellington Street to Republic Avenue. 


To date, only the section from Upper Sherman Avenue to approximately 460 metres westerly 
in the 5 year Capital Budget and is contemplated for construction in 1996. 


Se; ee ing, Health Department 

ec: Parker Consultants Ltd. RR te ccm aa at Sea Sale 
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 
RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 


TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


[] No further involvement necessary. 


[Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
Bee 


Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 


[ | Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in meetings. 


70 Want to be notified of public information centres. 


[|] Other (Please specify) 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 
RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 


TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


a No further involvement necessary. 


a Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings. 


Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 


| Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in meetings. 


[| Want to be notified of public information centres. 
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TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


(] No further involvement necessary. 


Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings. 


Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 


to attend external team meetings. 


[] Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to eaten A in meetings. 
[ Want to be notified of public information centres. 
a Other (Please specify) 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 
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September 1, 1994 


Mr. Tim Stuart 

Parker Consultants 

1400 Rymal Road East 

Hamilton, Ontario 

L8W 3N9 

Dear Mr. Stuart: 

Re: _ Rymal Road Class EA 

Thank you for the minutes of the July 8, 1994, meeting and the draft newsletter. 

We have no comments related to the Q and A on bus routes. 

Regarding the provision of sidewalks, we are concerned with the answer provided. The HSR feels 
that because Rymal is an arterial road without an operating bus route, dual sidewalks are required to _ 


enable our customers to reach routes that operate on the north/south arterials. 


The provision of sidewalks is in keeping with the aims of Vision 2020 and the policies in the 
Regional Official Plan. 


The requirements under the Local Improvement Act should be waived for this project and the 
financing / construction of sidewalks should be included with roadway construction. 


Yours truly, 


7 ee 


W.B. O'Brien, P.Ene. 
Director of Transportation Services 


WBO/AM/cb 


ep P. Hubbard, Roads Department 


» The Hamilton Street Railway Company @ 330 Wentworth Street North ¢ Hamilton, Ontario @ L8L 5W2 ° Tel: (416) 528-4200 Fax: (416) 528-5410 
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CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF HAMILT 


Directar 


MEMORANDUM He ee es 


00 SEE a aaa ia ies 


| 


TO: Harold Groen YOUR FILE: 
Development Co-ordinator (Transportation) | 
Transportation/Environmental Services 


\ 


—— -—— 


FROM: Werner Plessl, P. Eng. Lia? OUR FILE: 94.2463.2 
Co-ordinator, Park Development PHONE: 546-3923 
and Maintenance 
Department of Public Works 


SUBJECT: Turner Baseball Park DATE: 1994 April 18 
- Rymal Road Redevelopment 


I am forwarding to you the following information regarding Turner Baseball Park for your 
consideration with respect to the redevelopment of Rymal Road. 


Turner Baseball Park is currently being developed and when completed will have twelve baseball 
diamonds and two field houses. Three baseball diamonds became operational in 1993; five 
baseball diamonds will be operational in 1994 with the balance of the development in the future. 


The park entrance is located on the south side of Rymal Road, west of Upper Wentworth Street, 
opposite Republic Avenue. The baseball diamonds will be in use between May and September 
with the anticipated peak usage on weekday evenings and all day on Saturdays and Sundays. 
When the park is fully developed it is anticipated that approximately 400 people may be using 
the park every 2 hours during peak umes. 


Also, the park will require the following services in the future: storm and Sanitary sewers and 
water. If these services are to be constructed during the redevelopment of Rymal Road, we 
would like to discuss with your department the installation Of these services to the park 
boundaries for our future development needs. 


If you require any additional information, please telephone Mike McNamara, Supervisor, 
Landscape Development at 546-2337. 


[paren 


October 20, 1994 


i 
Dear 2 ~ 


Class Environmental Assessment for Improvements to 
Rymal Road from West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 


As you are aware, the Region of Hamilton-Wentworth Special Projects Office has engaged the 
services of Parker Consultants Limited to undertake a preliminary design study for improvements to 
Rymal Road from West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue. 


Your office was initially notified of this study on March 31, 1994 and has since then expressed 
interest in being involved or kept informed of the status of this project. 


As such, we are writing to inform you that the Region has carried out an evaluation of design 
alternatives and identified a preferred improvement plan. 


Enclosed please find notice of the second Public Information Centre scheduled for this project and a 
copy of our current newsletter. 


Please feel free to attend our Public Information Centre on October 27 to review the preferred 
improvement plans. Any final comments or concerns will be appreciated at your earliest convenience 
as we are now completing the preliminary design activities. 


In order to maintain our present schedule, we are requesting that all replies be received by 
November 30, 1994. Please send your replies to: 

Mr. Tim Stuart, Project Manager 

C.C. Parker Consultants Limited 

1400 Rymal Road East 

Hamilton, Ontario L8W 3N9 


Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project please feel free to contact Mr. Tim 
Stuart, Parker Consultants at 1-905-385-3234 or fax 1-905-385-3534. 


Yours truly 


CC; PARKER CONSULTANTS LIMITED 


1B; ould P. Ene. 
Senior Project Manager 


TBS:n 
Encl. 
dey Mr. G. Moore 


IMPROVEMENTS TO RYMAL ROAD 
FROM WEST 5TH STREET TO UPPER GAGE AVENUE 


Class Environmental Assessment 


The Region is investigating improvements to Rymal Road (from West Sth Street to Upper 
Gage Avenue) following the process described in the provincially approved Class 
Environmental Assessment for Municipal Road Projects document. 


A number of traffic problems have been identified. The purpose of this study is to decide 
how to improve traffic conditions. 


An initial Public Information Centre was held in June to explain the need for improvements, 
show the existing conditions along the road, and describe the options for improving the road. 


The Region has reviewed all comments received on the study and has completed an 
evaluation of alternative ways to improve traffic on Rymal Road. 


A second Public Information Centre will present the preferred plan for improvements. 
It will be held at the following location and time: 
Location: Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 
Date: October 27, 1994 
Time: 2:00 to 8:00 p.m. 


If you cannot attend the information centre, but require information please contact: 


Pamela Hubbard or Tim Stuart 

Environmental Plannez Project Manager 

Roads Department C.C. Parker Consultants Limited 
Regional Municipality of 1400 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton- Wentworth Hamilton, Ontario 

25 Main Street West, 10th Floor L8W 3N9 

Hamilton, Ontario L8P 1H1 Telephone (905) 385-3234 
Telephone (905) 546-4277 Fax (905) 385-3534 
Fax (905) 546-2385 


rofect. Updat 


on the Rymal Road Reconstruction Study Fall 1994 


BA A Newsletter by the Roads Department of the Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth. 


Id 2) Jane sth of tis ae Over 


‘The purpose for this newsletter iS tO answer the questions we pee on ihe comment Hees filled out at the public 
information centre, and to Tet you know about the next opportunity to view the plans for the proposed road work. 


Results of Public Information Centre #1 


At the Public Information Centre held in June, the 
Region presented a number of alternatives to improve 
traffic. The Region recommended that a three-lane road 
(one lane each direction and a centre left turn lane) 
would solve many of the traffic problems. 


The purpose of the next public information centre is to 
show how the design alternatives have been evaluated 
and to present the recommended improvements. 


This is an opportunity for you to receive this information 
and provide comments. 


The public agreed that the traffic is terrible on Rymal 
Road and that something must be done to improve the 
road. Most people agreed that a three-lane road could 
significantly reduce the traffic problems. 


If you cannot attend the information centre but want to 
obtain a copy of an Information Package please contact: 
Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Special Projects Office 
Regional Roads Department 
25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 
Hamilton, Ontario L8P !1H1 
phone: (905) 546-4277 


A description of the preferred plan and answers to the 
questions raised during consultation are found on the 
inside pages of this newsletter. 


or 
Tim Stuart, Project Manager 
C.C. Parker Consultants Limited 
1400 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario L8W 3N9 
phone: (905) 385-3234 


Public 1nformation Centre #2 


A second public information centre is scheduled for: 
Date: October 27, 1994 
Time: 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Location: Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 


If you have concerns about the project, we strongly 
recommend that you plan to attend the information centre 
or visit the Roads Department (see above for address and 
phone number). 


Study Area 


The Region plans its budget for roads over a five 
year period. The study area boundaries (from 
West Sth Street to Upper Gage Avenue) include 
those sections of Rymal Road that are planned to 
be reconstructed over the next five years. Areas 
west of West 5th Street will be planned for 
reconstruction as the need arises. 


The study also takes into consideration the 

following factors: 

- that the Red Hill Creek Expressway Mountain 
section will be opened in 1998; 

- that Stone Church Road is being improved as a 
residential arterial road; 

- that Rymal Road should ultimately carry more 
traffic than Stone Church Road: and 

- that Rymal Road could ultimately be five to 
seven lanes. 


EXisting Problems 


The public assisted in identifying the areas where 

major traffic problems are being experienced. 

The major problems appear to be: 

- left turning vehicles especially at the major 
intersections and at local roads; 

- trucks using local roads; 

- the intersections are congested. 


Almost all of Rymal Road appear to be 
experiencing problems with the major areas 
identified as: 

- the Upper James Street intersection; and 
- the Turner Park entrance. 


Existing and Future Traffic 


SALE SIE EL IESE PI TTI 


Presently, Rymal Road carries about 20,000 
vehicles/ day. In comparison, Stone Church Road 
carries about 10,000 vehicles/day. 


By the year 2001, after the Expressway has been 
opened, it 1s projected that Rymal Road will be 
carrying 15,000 vehicles/day. This should 
increase to about 25,000 vehicles/day by the year 
2021. 


Therefore, a five-lane roadway will not be needed 
until 2021, over 25 years from now. 


Preferred Improvements 


The public suggested a number of improvements 
that have been considered by the Region in 
developing the preferred improvements. 


A three-lane road with improvements at major 
intersections should resolve the major problems 
identified by the Roads Department and the 
public. 


The proposed features for the improvements 

include: 

* one east bound and one west bound driving lane 
and a continuous centre left turn lane to make 
left turns into driveways, local streets, and 
Turner Park easier and safer; and 

- additional right and left turn lanes for east and 
west bound traffic at the Upper James Street 
intersection, making it easier for north and 
south bound traffic to turn left. 


Traffic islands at intersections will not be 
shortened because they control traffic movements, 
help to reduce congestion, and increase traffic 
safety. 


Improvements to major intersections like Upper 
James Street should resolve problems with heavy 
trucks using local roads. 


With the exception of the Upper James area all of 


the proposed improvements can be done within 
the existing roadway 


Bicycle Lanes 


The Regional Bicycle Network Plan has not 
identified Rymal Road as a bike route therefore, 
no additional width will be added for bicycle 
lanes. However, Stone Church Road will be 
reconstructed to accommodate bikes. 


Recreational cycling paths are designed and built 
by the City of Hamilton Parks Department. 
Please contact them at 546-2750 for information 
on recreational cycling paths planned for the 
Mountain. 


Sidewalks 


The City of Hamilton builds sidewalks under the 
Local Improvement Act. This means that 
adjacent property owners pay for sidewalks. In 
this study, the City will be identifying if there are 
any areas where sidewalks should be constructed 
taking into consideration bus stops and access to 
stores and schools. 


Speed Limit 

SRL A SL ET DS SRE, TD SEIT ESTEE 
Rymal Road has a posted speed limit of 60 km/h. 
This speed limit is appropriate for this type of 


Regional arterial road. The speed limit will not 
change after the improvements are carried out. 


Dust Control and Access to Turner Park 


Turner Park is owned and operated by the City of 
Hamilton. We have passed your comments 
regarding dust control on to them. 


As part of this project, a centre left turn lane will 
be added to Rymal Road. This will improve 
access to Turner Park. 


Access to Turner Park will be improved further 
when the Public Works driveway is consolidated 
with the park entrance in the future. A relocation 
of the traffic signal from the present Public 
Works driveway to the Turner Park entrance is 
included in future plans for this location. 


Call Werner Plessl, City of Hamilton Parks 
Department at 546-3923 if you require more 
information on Turner Park. 


Bus Routes and Stops 


Bus routes are dependent on customer demand. 
To date, the demand for bus service on Rymal 
Road does not warrant additional service. 
However, the HSR does expect that service will 
be expanded over the next decade as development 
extends into this area. 


Requests for additional bus service should be 
directed to the HSR by phoning 528-4200. 


Where Are We? 


After this next public information centre, 
comments will be reviewed and adjustments made 
to the design, where necessary. 


After the design is finalized, an Environmental 
Study Report (ESR) will be prepared and made 
available for a thirty day public review period. If 
you have questions or concerns that have not been 
addressed in that Report, you are strongly 
recommended to contact the Region to discuss and 
resolve the issues. If you do not feel that the 
Region has adequately addressed your concerns 
you can then make a written request to the 
Minister of Environment and Energy to have the 
project undergo a more extensive assessment with 
the possibility of a formal hearing. For more 
information on your rights, contact Pamela 
Hubbard at the Special Projects Office at 546- 
4277. 
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Where Are We Going? 


Following the approval of the Environmental 
Assessment, the Region plans to start construction 
on the section from West Sth Street to Springside 
Drive in 1995. 


The section from Springside Drive to Upper Gage 
Avenue is scheduled for construction in 1996. 


We encourage your continued involvement in this 
study. 


LEGEND 
anaes Limits of Study Area 


RA Location of Public 
Information Centre 
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Ms. Sharron Brusey 
Manager Access Network 
Bell Canada 

1342 Stonechurch Road East 
Hamilton L8W 2C8 

Ms. Brusey 


Ms. Arlene Young 

Manager Transportation and Planning 
Wentworth County Board of Education 
357 Wilson Street East 

Ancaster L9G 4B7 

Ms. Young 


Mr. Edd Gera 

Planning and Research 

Hamilton-Wentworth Roman Catholic Separate School Board 
90 Mulberry Street 

Hamilton L8N 3R9 

Sir 


Ms. Bridget Vanlanthen 

Supervisor of Transportation 

Hamilton-Wentworth Roman Catholic Separate School Board 
90 Mulberry Street 

Hamilton L8N 3R9 

Ms. Vanlanthn 


Mr. D.R. Marsales 

Chief Engineer 

Hamilton Hydro Electric System 
55 John Street North 

Hamilton L8N 3E4 

Sir 


Mr. Neal Ferris 
Regional Archaeologist/Heritage Planner 
Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Recreation 


Cultural Programs Branch 
SS eGentie street 

London N6J 1T4 

Sir 


Mr. B. Scott Konkle 

Hamilton Region Conservation Authority 
838 Mineral Springs Road 

BO] Box 7099 

Ancaster L9G 3L3 

Sir 


Ms. Linda Barbetti 

Ministry of Natural Resources 
Niagara North Area 

PO box070 

Fonthill LOS 1E0 

Ms. Barbetti 


Ms. Pat C. Gillie 

Superintendent, Administrative Services 
Board of Education 

City of Hamilton 

100 Main Street West 

P.O. Box 2558 

Hamilton L8N 3L1 

Ms. Gillie 


Mr. Vladimir Matus 

Manager Urban Planning 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
Local Planning Division 

71 Main Street West 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 

Sir 


Mr. Hart Solomon 
City of Hamilton 


Traffic Department 

71 Main Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 
Sir 


Mr. Gary Smith 

Deputy Chief 

Hamilton Fire Department 
55 King William Street 
Hamilton, Ontario L8R 1A2 
Sir 


Mr. Reg Meiers 

Operations Engineer 

City of Hamilton 

Public Works Department 

71 Main Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 
Sir 


Mr. Werner Plessl 

Coordinator 

Park Development and Maintenance 
City of Hamilton 

Public Works Department 

71 Main Street West 

Hamilton, Ontario L&8N 3T4 

Sir 


Mr. M. Watson 

City of Hamilton 

Property Department 

71 Main Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 
Sit 


Mr. Norman Ragetlie 
Policy Analyst 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton- Wentworth 
119 King Street West, 14th Floor 

POs Box 910 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3V9 

Sir 


Mrs. Betty Matthews-Malone 

Manager of Infrastructure Planning 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
Environmental Services Department 
Programming and Preliminary Design 

35 King Street East, 4th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 4A9 

Attention: Mr. Mark Robinson, P.Eng. 
Ladies and Gentlemen 


Mr. Bill Janssen 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
Planning and Development Department 

71 Main Street West, 7th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 

Sir 


Mr. Bill O’Brien 

Hamilton Street Railway 

330 Wentworth Street North 
Hamilton, Ontario L8L S5W2 
Attention: Mr. A. McLaughlin 
Gentlemen 
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November 2, 1994 


Mr. Tim Stuart Sees 
Parker Consultants 

1400 Rymal Road East | 
Hamilton, Ontario Paice a, 
L8W3N9 0 Yrs encase en | 


Dear Mr. Stuart: 


RE: RYMAL ROAD CLASS EA 
ee ee 


Thank you for your letter of October 20, 1994. 


The preferred improvement plan results in gravel shoulders, viewed by pedestrians as an 
unacceptable walking surface for an urban area, due to uneven walking surfaces, poor drainage and 
lack of physical separation from autos. 


We continue to view sidewalk installation on arterial roads as a positive step in encouraging public 
transit usage. By copy of this letter, we encourage the Public Works and Planning Departments to 
review the current sidewalk guidelines pertaining to the City of Hamilton and bring forward 
revisions that will permit sidewalk installation to occur as part of arterial road reconstruction for 
this and future projects. 


As part of the improvements, HSR would like to see traffic signals installed at Upper Sherman 
Avenue, due to a possible 1995 extension of the Upper Sherman route, requiring buses to turn left 
from Sherman onto Rymal. A signal installation at Upper Wellington Street will assist Upper 
Wellington buses that presently turn left from Wellington onto Rymal. These installations will 
reduce the time required for buses to complete left turns, improving schedule efficiency, and 
provide customers with a safe place to cross the road. 


The curb radius on the northeast corner of Rymal Road West and West Sth Street requires 
improving to accommodate buses that turn nght from westbound Rymal to northbound West Sth. 


At the following three (3) existing bus stops we request that provision be made for the installation 
of customer amenities (concrete shelter pads, asphalt queuing areas, street lighting) wher= practical: 


continued ... 
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e Rymal Road East, north side, at #819 

e Rymal Road East at Massena Drive, northeast corner 

e Rymal Road East, south side, opposite Massena Drive 

When the Public Works Department proceeds with the realignment of the Turner Farm Park/Works 
Yard/Republic Avenue intersection, we will request that their design include customer amenities 
for the two bus stops at Republic Avenue. 


A sixth bus stop is proposed for the north side of Rymal Road East at #595. This stop, if installed, 
should also be reviewed for possible improvements. 


Questions relating to existing or proposed bus stops can be answered by Doug Rieger at 528-4200, 
extension 422. 


Thank you for circulating HSR on this project. 


Yours truly, 


W.B. O'Brien, P.Eng. 

Director of Transportation Services 
WBO/AM 

cc P. Hubbard, Roads Department 


R. Meiers, Public Works Department 
B. Janssen, Planning Department 
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119 King Street West, 14th floor 
Hamilton, Ontario 
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Refer to File No. 


See Attention of 


Oct. 26, 1994 To6 


Nour file No. 
t 


Tim Stuart, Project Manager es ee 
C.C. Parker Consultants Ltd., : Sie | 
1400 Rymal Rd. East ~~ oe 


Hamilton, Ontario 
L8W 3N9 


At our meeting on March 31, 1994 regarding the Region’s response to points brought out at the 
Public Information Centre, I raised two concerns that I thought should be addressed during the 


Class EA: 
ik integrated planning for bus service and sidewalks: and, 
oH stormwater quality/quantity. 


Integrating Planning for Transit/Sidewalks 


The adopted Regional Official Plan stresses the goal of an integrated transportation system 
(Policies C 4.3). The Plan emphasizes that reducing reliance on the automobile by promoting 
alternative modes, such as public transit, walking and cycling can be achieved through integrated 
land use and transportation planning. Pedestrian access to public transit services is forseen as 
a significant component of such an integrated system. 


At our meeting March 31 it was suggested that Reg Meiers would meet with Neighbourhood 
Planning, Local Planning Branch (Bill Janssen) and HSR (Bill O’Brien) to evaluate design 
objectives and opportunities for ensuring that future residents in adjacent neighbourhoods will 
be able to walk to commercial areas and to bus stops. The adopted Plan, Policy C 3.1.1.8, 
suggests a distance of approximately 400 metres or a five minute walk between 90% of 
residential units and transit stops. The Project Update Newsletter suggests that the City will be 
identifying areas for sidewalk construction in the light of such objectives. The Regional Planning 
Branch strongly supports this process and encourages that the alternatives arising from it be 
evaluated during preliminary design. 


Stormwater a 
At the March 31 meeting the potential concern of environmental impacts due to stormwater from 
the project entering the Redhill Creek or eventually the Harbour (during and post-construction) 
was raised. It was noted that the Redhill Creek remains a Regional Environmentally Significant 
Area and also that considerable public investment is being made in infrastructure to prevent 
contaminants from reaching the Harbour. As I recall, this matter was discussed from several 
points of view, i.e.: 


° rural road cross-sections along Rymal would result in localized infiltration; and, 
° the absence of Regional guidelines for "best management practices" re. stormwater 
quality. 


If it has been determined that the project would not add contaminants to the Redhill Creek and/or 
Harbour, or significant volumes of run-off to the Creek, these conclusions should be conveyed 
to the public. Otherwise, we would be interested in seeing that some attention was paid to 
addressing the question of whether or not any measures are necessary to avoid or mitigate 
potential stormwater quality or quantity impacts. 


If you have any questions regarding these concerns or have information about how they are being 
dealt with, please feel free to contact me at 546-2153. 


Sincerely, y 
(ae 


Norman Ragetlie, M.C.I.P. 
Policy Analyst 


cc Bill Janssen, Local Planning Branch 
Bill Pearce, Regional Planning Branch 
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MEMORANDUM 


Pam Hubbard 
Roads Department 


FROM: James A. Dahms PHONE: 528-4200, extensi 
Supervisor, 
Planning and Design 


SUBJECT: Sidewalks on Stone Church Road DATE: December 13, 1994 
and Rymal Road 


Ultimately, the HSR would like dual sidewalks to be installed on all roadways. This is 
especially important in areas that are predominantly residential, since residents need to be 
able to walk to and from bus stops with a minimum of inconvenience. 


On the south Mountain, the important bus service access points occur where the “Upper” 
streets intersect with the east-west roads. Many customers must walk several hundred 
metres from their homes to these bus stop locations. Additionally, there are bus stops at 
‘midblock’ locations (i.e. Rymal Road East, north side, at #819) that are used by 
residents who walk from side streets (in this case, Miles Road). These stops should also 
be connected to the residential areas by sidewalks. 


As a general guideline, all existing bus stops on road sections undergoing reconstruction 
require 9.0m x 1.5m landing pads, as follows: 


a) asphalt pads at rural cross-section locations 
b) concrete pads at urban cross-section locations 


We realize that urban development on the south Mountain is not being planned and 
managed to occur in a contiguous manner. Several sections of Stone Church Road and 
Rymal Road have undeveloped tracts of land. Because of this, it may be hard to justify 
expenditures for standard concrete sidewalks fronting on these tracts joining developed 
sections on either side. With this in mind, we would ask that consideration be given for 
the installation of interim sidewalks/pathways to provide adequate customer service in 


Ce D. Rieger, HSR Stops and Shelters 
cl Tim Stuart, focker Onsufe.- 
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 


Transportation / Environmental Services Group 


Roads Department Tel. (905) 546-4277 
25 Main Street West, Suite 1000 Tel. (905) 546-4170 
Hamilton, Ontano L8P 1H1 Fax (905) 546-2385 


March 31, 1994 
is 

Attention: pa 
Dear 3 ~: 


Re: | Class Environmental Assessment for Improvements to 


Rymal Road from West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 


The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth has engaged the services of Parker 
Consultants Limited to undertake a preliminary design study for improving Rymal Road from 
West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue, in the City of Hamilton. This project is being 
carried out as a Class Environmental Assessment for Municipal Road Projects. 


The improvements are required due to present operational problems and to Soe osoun tele 
future traffic volumes throughout the study area. 


The preliminary design phase includes incorporation of engineering and environmental 
considerations for roadway improvements. Alternative solutions will be reviewed and 
evaluated in order to determine a preferred improvement plan which best addresses the study 
issues. 


Please find attached a location map showing the project limits. 


In order to assist us in the selection of the preferred improvement plan, please indicate any 
concerns that your organization may have regarding this project. A response form is 
attached for your convenience. Comments will be kept on file for use during the study and, 
unless otherwise requested, may be included in the resulting study. 


Page 2 


In order to maintain our present schedule, we are requesting that all replies be received by 
April 29, 1994. Please send your replies to: 


Mr. Tim Stuart, Project Manager 
C.C. Parker Consultants Limited 
1400 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario L8W 3N9 


Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project please feel free to contact 
Mr. Tim Stuart, Parker Consultants at 1-905-385-3234 or Fax 905-1-385-3534. 


Yours truly 


Gary Moore, P.Eng. 
Manager of Engineering 


Encl. 
alers Mr. T. Stuart, Parker Consultants 
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 
RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 


TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


[] No further involvement necessary. 


Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings. 


Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 


a Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in meetings. 


[] Want to be notified of public information centres. 


[] Other (Please specify) 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 


Mapping (please specify) [ Site Specific Reports 


Technical Studies (al Other (please specify) 


Physical Cultural 


Biological Economic 


CONCERNS/COMMENTS 


NAME: 
AGENCY: 


ADDRESS: 


Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Land Use Planning Branch 

801 Bay Street, Main Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M7A 2B2 

Mr. Tonu Tosine 

Mr. Tosine 


Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
District Office 

617 Highway #53 East 

Ancaster, Ontario L9G 3K9 

Mr. Scott Oliver 


Agricultural Representative 
Mr. Oliver 


Ministry of Community and Social Services 
Hamilton Area District Office 
119 King Street West, 6th Floor 
Hamilton, Ontario L&8N 3Z9 
Mr. D. Cornish 
Area Manager 
Mr. Cornish 


Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Recreation 
Development Plans Review Unit 
Heritage Branch 
77 Bloor Street West, 2nd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M7A 2R9 
Mr. Peter Carruthers 
EA Coordinator 
Mr. Carruthers 


Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Recreation 
Development Plans Review 
55: Centre Street 
London, Ontario N6J 1T4 
Mr. Neal Ferris 
Development Review Officer 


(Archaeology and Historical) 


Mr. Ferris 


Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Recreation 
Tourism and Recreation 

Hamilton Office 

119 King Street West, 8th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario L&8N 3Z9 


Mr. G. Potter 
Mr. Potter 


Honourable C.J. (Bud) Wildman 
Ministry of Environment and Energy 
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 12th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M4V 1P5 
Ms. Linda O’Neil 

Assistant to the Minister 


Ms. O’Neil 


Ministry of Environment and Energy 
Approval and Planning Section 
119 King Street, 12th Floor 
PO, Boxe 112 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3Z9 
Ms. Angela Amodeo 
EA Reviewer 
Ms. Amodeo 


Ministry of Government Services 

Real Estate Branch - West Development and Appraisals 
777 Bay Street, 16th Floor 

toronto, Ontario M5G 2E5 

Andrew Alic, Manager 

Mr. Alic 


Ministry of Housing 
Land Development Group 
777 Bay Street, 12th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario MSG 2E5 
Mr. Walter Battello 

Community Planner 
Mr. Battello 


Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
Plans Administration Branch 
777 Bay Street, 14th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 2E5 
Ms. Patricia Vanini 

Ms. Vanini 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
Central Region 

Box 9000 

Huntsville, Ontario POA 1K0 


Mr. A. Stewart 
Regional Director 
Mr. Stewart 


Ministry of Natural Resources 

Cambridge District 

P.O. Box 2186 Beaverdale Road 

Cambridge, Ontario N3C 2W1 

Mr. Dale Carlton, Planner (Ancaster) 

Mr. Don Routely, Area Supervisor (Ancaster) 
Mr. Art Timmerman, Biologist 

Mr. J. McFadden, Manager 

Gentlemen: 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
Niagara District 

PO 1B0x1070 

Fonthill, Ontario LOS 1E6 
Mr. Ed Kraker, Supervisor 
Ms. Linda Barbetti, Planner 
Ms. Ann Yagi, Biologist 
Ladies and Gentleman 


Ministry of Transportation of Ontario 
Central Region 

Sth Floor, Atrium Tower 

1201 Wilson Avenue 

Downsview, Ontario M3M 1J8 

Mr F Leech 


Supervisor, Environmental Unit 
Mr. Leech: 


Bell Canada 

66 Bay Street South, 7th Floor 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3H2 
Mr. Dan Wardell 

Mr. Wardell 


Hamilton Hydro Electric System 
55 John street North 

Box 249 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3E4 
Mr. W.A_Thomas 
Mr-Thomas coe 


Interprovincial Pipeline Limited 


125 Lakeshore Boulevard Road East, Suite 303 
Oakville, Ontario L7H 1H3 

Crossing Coordinator 

Sir 


Northgate Cable TV 

110 King Street West, Suite 640 
Hamilton, Ontario L8P 4S6 
Mr. T. Powell 

Mr. Powell 


Ontario Hydro 

40 Olympic Drive 

P.O. Box 8585 

Dundas, Ontario L9H S5E9 
Mr. Tony Byrne 


Mr. Philip N. Beed 
Gentlemen 


Southmount Cable Limited 
1074 Upper Wellington Street 
Hamilton, Ontario L9A 3S6 
Gentlemen 


Transcanada Pipelines Limited 
111 Sth Avenue South-West 
P.O. Box 1000, Station "M" 
Calgary, Alberta T2P 4K5 
Mr. Ron Bridges, CST 


Right-of-Way Department 
Mr. Bridges 


Trans-Northern Pipelines Inc. 
Manulife Centre, Suite 1212 
55 Bloor Street West 

Toronto, Ontario M4W 1A5 


Crossing Coordinator 
Sie 


Union Gas Limited 

P.O. Box 10 

360 Strathearne Avenue North 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3A5 
Mr. Al Roth 

Mr. Roth 


Western Coaxial Limited 
1603 Main Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario L8S 1G1 
Gentlemen 


Hamilton Board of Education 
100 Main Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3L1 
Mr. Owen Jackson 


Supervisor of Research Services 
Mr. Jackson 


Hamilton-Wentworth Roman Catholic 
Separate School Board 

90 Mulberry Street 

POBox 2012 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3R9 
Gentlemen 


Wentworth County Board of Education 
Education Centre 

357 Wilson Street East 

Ancaster, Ontario L9G 4B7 

Ms. Arlene Young 


Manager of Transportation and Planning 
Ms. Young 


Hamilton Region Conservation Authority 
838 Mineral Springs Road 

P.O, Box 7099 

Ancaster, Ontario L9B 3L3 

Mr. B. Scott Konkle 


Director Planning and Engineering 
Mr. Konkle 


Hamilton Naturalists Club 
Box 89052 
Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4R5 
Mr. Doug Kay 
Conservation Director 
Mr. Kay 


Regional Environmental Advisory Committee 
c/o Clerk’s Department 

119 King Street West, 15th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3V9 


Mr. Fred Eisenberger 


Chairperson 
Mr. Eisenberger 


Social Planning and Research Council 
of Hamilton and District 
155 James Street South, 6th Floor 
Hamilton, Ontario L8P 3A4 
Ms. Gloria de Santis, Research Director 
Mr. Michael Pinnack. Executive Director 


Lady and Gentleman: 


pe Cece es 


THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 
RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 


TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


[] No further involvement necessary. 


i Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings. 


Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. Could ree CED i ? Sones aes ee oo p 


A Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in meetings. 


ua Want to be notified of public information centres. 


[] Other (Please specify) 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 


y, Mapping (please specify) 


se) 


ARK 
fee eres Pat Gillie 
CONCERNS/COMMENTS THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

FOR THE CITY OF HAMILTON Superintendent 


bite 


Administrative Services. 


100 Main Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3L1 Telephone: (905) 527-5092 
Seat) 


NAME: “Pat CVeove 2 SUPERINTENDENT Aomin is TeATIVEe SERWUIC ES 
FCENeY Higivllden Loch em OF Eoucation 
ADDRESS: JOO Main S72 GET 

Vee ea Se 


We Si HaAamItL TON ye eel 


The Boar, of Education for the City C damilton 
Le Conseil de l’education de la ville de Hamilton 


26 
1400 Main Street West 100 ouest, rue Main 
Hamilton, Ontario Hamilton, Ontario 
Telephone (905) 527-5092 Téléphone (905) 527-5092 
Fax (905) 24-2536 Fac-similé (905) 521-2536 
Office of the Superintendent We ude to surintendant 
- Administrative Services | -‘serticds adrpmistratit 
| COMSYLTARTS UMITED 
ie renga 
1994 04 29 meray sll GY. 
a 
EAD. 2 Pte ose tee eee 
Mr. Tim Stuart | Se aM At re 
Project Manager, 
C.C. Parker Consultants Limited | Srestacn stsarcaser7 anyon terescncceea 
1400 Rymal Road East ere See Ce 
HAMILTON, Ontario aa 
L8W 3N9 | wo ING 
SS 
{ 
Re: Class Environmental Assessment for Improvements to Rymal Road a. ee 


1. Attached is response to the survey regarding this project. 


2. Please be further advised that our Board transports children from south of Rymal Road to schools 
north of Rymal Road. As the south mountain develops, safe pedestrian crossing of Rymal Road 


would be an interest of our Board 


3. In the past year we have received preliminary information regarding this plan from Pam Hubbard in 
the Roads Department We are interested in the impact of traffic flow on Rymal Road, especially when 


the Red Hill Expressway opens. 


Please feel free to contact me if I can be of any further assistance in expressing the interests of our Board. 


Sincerely 


Poe Gillie 
Superintendent - Administrative Services 


THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 
RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 


TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


a] No further involvement necessary. 
x] Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings. 


[] Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 


[] Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in meetings. 


[ Want to be notified of public information centres. 


[] Other (Please specify) 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 


Gi Mapping (please specify) Site Specific Reports 


Ped Technical Studies [| Other (please specify) 


[| Physical iO Cultural 


[| Biological Economic 
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 
RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 


TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


[ No further involvement necessary. 
ed Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings. 


[ Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 


[ej Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in meetings. 


[4- Want to be notified of public information centres. 


[i Other (Please specify) 
Ses 2 bey ey es tt Ae Stn 


Ze 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 


Ge Mapping (please specify) ol Site Specific Reports 
fat Technical Studies : Other (please specify) 


Cultural 
Economic 
CON ERNS/COMMENTS , 


= Ite SOTA va ¢ pict {Ti CAH pie ML eee a 
; : / Mer 
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ADDRESS: Vee ee Ee 


Ontario 


Ministry of Mim. sre des i 
Community and Services sociaux A i 

; ae | 

f. Social Services et communautaires LYN TT Love 


Miniesrry of Community 

& Social Services 

Pro Kang Sty West Ere 
PeOny Ox ees 
Ham. Leon, Ontario 
Hen 379°) perannt 
ACR ONT B EN Meme UM! Sintec 


Pies ee 


Me bim Stuer, Project Manager 
Pace erarker Consultants Limited 
1400 Rymal Road East 

Hamilton, Ontario L8W 3N9 


iDyeSeue Maes Siewreliaie 2 


RE: Class Environmental Assessment for Improvements to 
Rymal Road from West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 


Don Cornish, Area Manager, Ministry of Community & Social 
Services, has forwarded the letter ot March 31, 1994 from Gary 
Moore, Manager of Engineering to my attention. : 


PemoureoOciace provides no direct or Indirect services within the 
boundaries outlined, we have no specific concerns to offer and 
WoulG lake to be removed from the project mailing list. 


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this impending 
study. 


roure= “bruly; 


(Wile Libged 


Linda Vukovich 
Area Planning Co-ordinator 
Soe. Don, Cormilen 


0320 (01/88) 
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TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


YY] No further involvement necessary. 


Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings. 


Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 


[] Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to Duele nlcs in meetings. 


[ ] Want to be notified of public information centres. 


[] Other (Please specify) 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 
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fat Technical Studies = Other (please specify) 


Physical Cultural 
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 
RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 


TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


[] No further involvement necessary. 


Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings. 


Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 


H Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in meetings. 


] Want to be notified of public information centres. 
a Other (Please specify) 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 


Mapping (please specify) Wane [| Site Specific Reports 


[| Other (please specify) 


Cultural 


Economic 


Biological 


CONCERNS/COMMENTS 


NAME: ), Geatk Konkle. 
AGENCY: goniltan Kean Gn erie lhe har 


Pe Bast 


ADDRESS: 2.0. Be 1645. 824 Minec Orin eel An caster | 


« 


@ Ontario pews | 


Ministry of Ministere dela Pegeties Sect 
Culture, Tourism Culture, du Tourisme TORREY 
and Recreation et des Loisirs _ London, Ontarlo 


N6J 1T4 

April 15, 1994 
Cultural Programs Branch 
(519) 433-8401; Fax: 439-1696 


oes eee Your File: 


tc Tim Stuart RS aie 2 ioamarigs acne ane Gur Fie 
C.C. Parker Consultants Ltd. Sint 
1400 Rymal Rd. East aon sel 
Hamilton, Ontario L8W 3N9 she ok anh a ee eee 


RE: Rymal Rd. Improvements, West 5th to Upper Gage, Hamilton Class EA 


A principal concern of this office is the adverse effects that undertakings such as the above 
mentioned might have on cultural heritage resources. If a preferred alternative selected appears as 
though it may impact areas of heritage potential, then our office would recommend that an 
assessment survey be conducted as part of the EA. If any significant remains are identified, then any 
negative impacts would have to be mitigated by either avoidance or excavation. 


Our office would, therefore, wish to continue to be involved in this project. In particular, it would 
be useful to be provided with detailed information and maps of the preferred design, once selected, 
outlining the extent and type of land disturbance activities to be carried out. With this information 
I will be able to determine what portions of the project, if any, exhibit potential for impacting 
cultural heritage resources, and thus would require an assessment to inventory all heritage resources 
present, and determine what mitigation work may be required. 


I trust that this is of assistance. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require further 
information. 


Sincerely, 


\ Je 


es Ferris 
Regional Archaeologist/Heritage Planner 
Archaeology & Heritage Planning 
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 
RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 


TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


[] No further involvement necessary. 
M Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings 


( Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 


[] Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in meetings. 
[| Want to be notified of public information centres. 
[| Other (Please specify) 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 
invol 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 


MELE INGTAN 
Gi Mapping (please specify) Site Specific Reports 
fe] Technical Studies x| Other (please specify) 


Physical | [| Cultural kon 1p) bi) FLPE LG iM Es 
Biological FKOPOSAL S 


CONCERNS/COMMENTS 


NAME: SHAK RAO A LKUISES [yp il lecEss NsETWILE 
AGENCY: HELL CANADA Loe Se SEG Se) / 
ADDRESS: /3 STONECHURCH KDE. HAMiUTOWS LSEWRCE 


W. A. THOMAS. B. Sc.. P ENG. 
ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER 


D.R. MARSALES. B. Sc., P ENG, 
CHIEF ENGINEER 


G. DAVIDSON 
SECRETARY-TREASURER 


T.W. WOODHOUSE. B. Sc., P ENG, 
GENERAL MANAGER 
TELEPHONE (416) 522-6611 
FAX (416) 522-6570 


Peon Ly wRO-Eilan ORIG Sys TEX 


SS JON STREET NORTH. HAMILTOIND ONT. Lean ses 
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April 8, 1994 


The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth f 

Roads Department a 

25 Main Street West A 
Suite 1000 , oes 
Hamilton, Ontario ’ = 
L8P 1H1 5S ge prec 


Attention: Mr. Gary Moore 


Manager of Engineering a 
Dear Sir: 


Re: Class Environmental Assessment for 
Improvements tc Rymal Road from 


West Sth to Upper Gage 


We acknowledge your letter of March 31, 1994 and wish to be informed of 
progress on this project as it develops. We would be pleased to provide 
assistance as required as 1t relates to our utility plant. 


Since most of our plant in this area has recently been rebuilt, we do not 
expect significant relocations because of a possible road widening except at 
the Upper James intersection. Our plant is well back from the existing 
pavement in an approved location for a wider roadway. 


Short term plans (1994-95) include — 


(A) Extension of our underground duct run on the South side from Miles Road 
to Upper Sherman. 


(B) Burial of all aerial hydro wires between Upper Gage and Miles Road. 
(NOTE - Bell Canada and streetlighting remain as aerial plant) 


(2) Rebus ld of tne pole line on the South side from Upper Wellington te 
Upper James. 


Lie tem Long Crate oimwem plan cOmextendasouim GuGtN Gun On the South side, West 
from Upper Sherman to Upper James. All new developments along the roadway 
will be serviced by underground plant, although we have no timetable for the 
burivalwotgualehydro plant. 


continued 


The Region of Hamilton-Wentworth INopenkil fly, alegre! 


As part of any roadway reconstruction we would be installing sufficient 
underground crossings to accommodate future needs. We would also address the 
City of Hamilton's requirements to provide appropriate roadway lighting. 


We note that this project is limited to the West 5th to Upper Gage area. The 
section of the roadway from Upper Gage to Nebo Road is now fully developed. 
The underground utility infrastructure now exists such that the few remaining 
overhead wires could be eliminated at a relatively small cost. The 
construction of a roadway with curbs and new streetlighting would 

result in a major aesthetic improvement to the area. 


We trust these general comments are of interest. When functional plans are 


available we would be able to provide more specific comments at your request. 


Yowrs secu lv, 


Dane Macsales; > me mG 
Chief Engineer 


DRM/nc 
Enciee. 


Copy - Mr. Tim Stuart, Project Manager 
C.C. Parker Consultants Ltd’ 


— 
Trans-Northern Pipelines Inc. 


MSL FS COMFE SUE 1252 
55 SLOOF STREET WEST TORONTO. ONTSAIC WAH SHS 


= i oo 7 - te 9 SS 
Ae. 415 Seta Et - Mie) S24-s3 


Ios 4 19 
————— 
JF 7 - ——_— 


eg 
WA RVs ROSS Fass 
== oa : 

—_— =— -—-=— | etree 
ee ee Fee ee 
a SS Se 

— * - —_ 
—— +“ ath b. 


| > : Se ee ee | ON ae ak J 
————————— a 0 
5 eer ts ee) ee Ee Ss ee = - LAAs 
Tr wD a —— Se es oe ee 
eS Se ee = acne 
- — _ > ' - = --~ 
lla VOR eR SS ELAS © AX SC DE fect UE 
j-oeme mo S410 S+- checeSore 2s lone 2s thes oe 
= 0 een oe 2 eS ee 
BO OOSSCCUOd £D Ln DOD Pw, Cee LAY 


5 > = 


ee we ee 


—s 


cat 


THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 
RYMAL ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN STUDY 


TYPE(S) OF INVOLVEMENT 


Please specify how you would like to be kept informed of this project: 


rf No further involvement necessary. 


Keep informed about the progress and status of the project, through minutes of external team 
meetings. 


Active involvement in the assessment of the alternatives and/or discussions on this project. Willing 
to attend external team meetings. 
Want to comment on the decisions made, however, do not need to participate in meetings. 


Want to be notified of public information centres. 


Other (Please specify) 


a ee oe ee 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Please list any projects that your agency is planning to carry out that may impact or be impacted by this 
project. 
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Mapping (please specify) 


all Technical Studies 


Physical | [| Cultural 


Biological ss 


CONCERNS/COMMENTS 


Site Specific Reports 


Other (please specify) 
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TRANSCANADA PIPELINES TOWER, 111 - FIFTH AVENUE S.W. | 

P.O. BOX 1000, STATION M, CALGARY, ALBERTA T2P 4K5 | Lease ees crass es 
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C. C. Parker Consultants Limited | 
1400 Rymal Road East ae 
Hamilton, Ontario 

L8W 3N9 


April 13, 1994 


Attention: Tim Stuart, Project Manager 


Dear Sir/Madam: 


Proposed Crossing of our Pipeline by Reconstruction of Rymal Road from 
West Sth Street to Upper Gage Avenue in the City of Hamilton. 


We acknowledged receipt of your letter dated March 31, 1994 regarding the 
subject proposal. 


As the proposed road reconstruction is located over 200 metres away from 
TransCanada Pipelines right-of-way we do not have any comments to make. 


Thank you for keeping us informed of any developments adjacent to our 
facilities. 


Yours very truly, 


TRANSCANADA PIPELINES 
a et ae. 
ve, : 


Ro BridzessC.oe: 
Technician, II 
Right-of-Way Department 


RB/err 


October 20, 1994 


fee 
Dear 2 ~ 


Class Environmental Assessment for Improvements to 
Rymal Road from West Sth Street to Upper Gage Avenue 


As you are aware, the Region of Hamilton-Wentworth Special Projects Office has engaged the 
services of Parker Consultants Limited to undertake a preliminary design study for improvements to 
Rymal Road from West Sth Street to Upper Gage Avenue. 


Your office was initially notified of this study on March 31, 1994 and has since then expressed 
interest in being involved or kept informed of the status of this project. 


As such, we are writing to inform you that the Region has carried out an evaluation of design 
alternatives and identified a preferred improvement plan. 


Enclosed please find notice of the second Public Information Centre scheduled for this project and a 
copy of our current newsletter. 


Please feel free to attend our Public Information Centre on October 27 to review the preferred 
improvement plans. Any final comments or concerns will be appreciated at your earliest convenience 
as we are now completing the preliminary design activities. 


In order to maintain our present schedule, we are requesting that all replies be received by 
November 30, 1994. Please send your replies to: 

Mr. Tim Stuart, Project Manager 

C.C. Parker Consultants Limited 

1400 Rymal Road East 

Hamilton, Ontario L8W 3N9 


Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project please feel free to contact Mr. Tim 
Stuart, Parker Consultants at 1-905-385-3234 or fax 1-905-385-3534. 


Yours truly 


C.C. PARKER CONSULTANTS LIMITED 


LDuowalte Phe, 
Senior Project Manager 


TBS 
Encl. 
coe Mr. G. Moore 


IMPROVEMENTS TO RYMAL ROAD 
FROM WEST 5TH STREET TO UPPER GAGE AVENUE 


Class Environmental Assessment 


The Region is investigating improvements to Rymal Road (from West Sth Street to Upper 
Gage Avenue) following the process described in the provincially approved Class 
Enyironmental Assessment for Municipal Road Projects document. 


A number of traffic problems have been identified. The purpose of this study is to decide 
how to improve traffic conditions. 


An initial Public Information Centre was held in June to explain the need for improvements, 
show the existing conditions along the road, and describe the options for improving the road. 


The Region has reviewed all comments received on the study and has completed an 
evaluation of alternative ways to improve traffic on Rymal Road. 


A second Public Information Centre will present the preferred plan for improvements. 
It will be held at the following location and time: 
Location: Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 
Date: October 27, 1994 
Time: 2:00 to 8:00 p.m. 


If you cannot attend the information centre, but require information please contact: 


Pamela Hubbard or Tim Stuart 

Environmental Planner Project Manager 

Roads Department C.C. Parker Consultants Limited 
Regional Municipality of 1400 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton-Wentworth Hamilton, Ontario 

25 Main Street West, 10th Floor L8W 3N9 

Hamilton, Ontario L8P 1H1 Telephone (905) 385-3234 
Telephone (905) 546-4277 Fax (905) 385-3534 
Fax (905) 546-2385 


M Ace 


Ms. Sharron Brusey 
Manager Access Network 
Bell Canada 

1342 Stonechurch Road East 
Hamilton L8W 2C8 

Ms. Brusey 


Ms. Arlene Young 

Manager Transportation and Planning 
Wentworth County Board of Education 
357 Wilson Street East 

Ancaster L9G 4B7 

Ms. Young 


Mr. Edd Gera 

Planning and Research 

Hamilton-Wentworth Roman Catholic Separate School Board 
90 Mulberry Street 

Hamilton L8N 3R9 

Sir 


Ms. Bridget Vanlanthen 

Supervisor of Transportation 

Hamilton-Wentworth Roman Catholic Separate School Board 
90 Mulberry Street 

Hamilton L8N 3R9 

Ms. Vanlanthn 


Mr. D.R. Marsales 

Chief Engineer 

Hamilton Hydro Electric System 
55 John Street North 

Hamilton L8N 3E4 

Sar 


Mr. Neal Ferris 
Regional Archaeologist/Heritage Planner 
Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Recreation 


Cultural Programs Branch 
55 Centre Street 

London N6J 1T4 

Sir 


Mr. B. Scott Konkle 

Hamilton Region Conservation Authority 
838 Mineral Springs Road 

P.O. Box 7099 

Ancaster [LOG 313 

Sir 


Ms. Linda Barbetti 

Ministry of Natural Resources 
Niagara North Area 

P.O. Box 1070 

Fonthill LOS 1E0 

Ms. Barbetti . 


Ms. Pat C. Gillie 

Superintendent, Administrative Services 
Board of Education 

City of Hamilton 

100 Main Street West 

P.O. Box 2558 

Hamilton L8N 3L1 

Ms. Gillie 


Mr. Vladimir Matus 

Manager Urban Planning 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton- Wentworth 
Local Planning Division 

71 Main Street West 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 

Sir 


Mr. Hart Solomon 
City of Hamilton 


Traffic Department 

71 Main Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 
Sir 


Mr. Gary Smith 

Deputy Chief 

Hamilton Fire Department 
55 King William Street 
Hamilton, Ontario L8R 1A2 
om 


Mr. Reg Meiers 

Operations Engineer 

City of Hamilton 

Public Works Department 

71 Main Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 
See 


Mr. Werner Pless] 

Coordinator 

Park Development and Maintenance 
City of Hamilton 

Public Works Department 

71 Main Street West 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 

Sir 


Mr. M. Watson 

City of Hamilton 

Property Department 

71 Main Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 
Sir 


Mr. Norman Ragetlie 
Policy Analyst 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
119 King Street West, 14th Floor 

P.O. Box 910 

Hamilton, Ontario L&8N 3V9 

Sir 


Mrs. Betty Matthews-Malone 

Manager of Infrastructure Planning 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
Environmental Services Department 
Programming and Preliminary Design 

35 King Street East, 4th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 4A9 

Attention: Mr. Mark Robinson, P.Eng. 
Ladies and Gentlemen 


Mr. Bill Janssen 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
Planning and Development Department 

71 Main Street West, 7th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 

Sir 


Mr. Bill O’Brien 

Hamilton Street Railway 

330 Wentworth Street North 
Hamilton, Ontario L8L 5W2 
Attention: Mr. A. McLaughlin 
Gentlemen 


Ontario 


Ose b& /G¥. | 


Ministry of Ministere de la a 
Culture, Tourism Culture, du Tourisme aaee rane tea 
and Recreation et des Loisirs N6J 1T4 


Cultural Programs Branch 


55 Centre Street 


(519) 433-8401; Fax: 439-1696 


To: 


RE: 


Vat Rigsit BARI oe 
T.B. Stuart 


Parker Consultants Our File: 


November 18, 1994 _.. 


1400 Rymal Rd. East Tay 


Hamilton, Ontario L8W 3N9 


Rymal Road Improvements, West 5th - Upper Gage, Class EA 


I have had an opportunity to review the information provided in the October 20th letter for the above 
mentioned project. With this information I have been able to determine that the area to be impacted 
by this work exhibits a low potential for cultural heritage resources, due to the fact that planned 
impacts are limited, and given the extent of previous disturbances in this area. Consequently this 
office has no further concerns for the above mentioned project. Should you wish to discuss this 
further, please do not hesitate to contact me. 


cc. 


Sincerely 


te. 


| 


| 

l 
Neal Ferris. 
RegionalArchaeologist/HeritagePlanner 


Archaeology & Heritage Planning 


P. Hubbard, Roads Dept. Region of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street W., 10th Floor, Hamilton L8P 1H1 


Ontario 


Ministry of Ministere des 
Natural Resources Richesses naturelles 
Fonthill Area Office 

PO Box 1070 

Fonthill, Ontario 

LOS 1E0 


December 7, 1994 


Parker Consultants Limited 
1400 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 

L8W 3N9 


ATTENTION: Tim Stuart 
Dear Sirs: 


SUBIECT: Class Environmental Assessment 
Preliminary Design Study 
Rymal Road from West 5th Street to 
Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


Staff of the Ministry of Natural Resources have now reviewed the circulation related to the above proposal. 


While there are no major natural resource concerns through this area, we wish to point out that there are a 
number of headwater tributaries to Red Hill Creek which will be affected by any construction along Rymal 
Road. These tributaries contribute to the quality of fish habitat in Red Hill Creek and therefore, must be 
protected from the negative impacts of stormwater, both during and after construction. Efforts should be 
taken to maintain this drainage in open channels, rather than enclosed in the storm sewer system. Open 
channels provide an opportunity for water quality improvement through filtering, as well as facilitating 
groundwater infiltration. While we have not had the opportunity to review the preferred improvement 
plans, we would request that the above concerns be addressed in the preliminary design activities. 


Accordingly, the Ministry of Natural Resources would request that the preliminary designs for the 


improvements, consider: 


1) the implementation of appropriate erosion and sedimentation controls both during and after 
construction to ensure the tributaries to Red Hill Creek are appropriately protected from the 


negative impacts of stormwater; and, 


2) the maintenance of the drainage through this area in open channels, to maintain or enhance 


the existing conditions to the extent possible. 


We would be pleased to review preliminary designs when available, to ensure that these cuncerns are 


addressed. 


to 


Page 2 
Parker Consultants Ltd. 
December 7, 1994 


Please advise us of your decision. Should you have any questions or wish to discuss any of these 
comments in more detail, please contact Kathleen Armstrong of this office. 


Yours sincerely, 


Aleck cations 
F. Barbetti 
ares Supervisor 
Niagara North 
(905) 892-2656 


KA/ 

Ce City of Hamilton 
Hamilton Region Conservation Authority 
Region of Hamilton-Wentworth 


-RYMAL.EA 


APPENDIX C 


Public Involvement 
PIC #1 Summary Report 
- PIC #2 Summary Report 
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Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
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PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #1 
SUMMARY REPORT 


RYMAL ROAD IMPROVEMENTS 


From West 5th Street to 
Upper Gage Avenue 


August 1994 


Public Information Centre #1 
Summary Report 
Rymal Road Improvements 
From West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
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Page 
1.0 Introduction 1 
2.0 Timing and Location of the Information Centre 1 
3.0 Method of Advertising , 1 
4.0 Summary of Information Centre y 
5.0 Summary of Comments 3 
6.0 Action by Project Team 4 
Appendices 


Public Information Brochure and Newspaper Advertisement 
Visitor Register and Information Package 

Information Displays 

Comment Sheets 


ee fi @p oniptnc 


1.0 Introduction 


This report provides documentation of the public involvement in the improvements to Rymal 
Road between West 5th Street and Upper Gage Avenue, in the City of Hamilton. The first 
Public Information Centre was held on Wednesday, June 15, 1994. 


The purpose of this Public Information Centre was to present information on the need for the 
project, the alternative ways of carrying out the project, existing conditions within the study 
corridor, and to explain the overall planning process. Area residents were provided with an 
opportunity to view and comment on the existing problems in the study area such as: 
traffic congestion; 
need for intersection improvements; and 
- need for left turn lanes 


2.0 Timing and Location of the Information Centre 


The information centre was conducted as an informal drop-in centre with Regional, City and 
Consultant staff to discuss the needed improvements on a one-to-one basis with the public. 
The information centre was held on Wednesday, June 15, 1994 and opened to the public 
between the hours of 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Michelangelo 
Banquet Centre on Upper Ottawa Street in Hamilton. 


3.0 Method of Advertising 


The public was formally notified of the information centre by newspaper advertisements 
published in The Spectator on June 11 and 13, 1994. 


In addition, approximately 2,700 brochures were mailed out to area residents and businesses 
within and adjacent to the study area. The brochures were mailed on Friday, June 3, 1994. 


Additional brochures were mailed to members of the public expressing previous interest in 
the study. 


A copy of the brochure and newspaper ad are contained in Appendix A. 


4.0 Summary of Information Centre 


Individuals attending the Information Centre were encouraged to sign the register and were 
provided with an information package hand-out containing a comment sheet. A copy of the 
visitor register and information package are contained in Appendix B. 


A box to deposit completed comment sheets was provided. Individuals also had an 
opportunity to mail in the comment sheet to Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner, 
Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth. 


Individuals who expressed a specific concern were directed to the appropriate staff member 


for an explanation. 


The following Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth, City of Hamilton and 
Consultant staff were in attendance at the Information Centre: 


Rick Walshaw City of Hamilton, Traffic Department 

Gary Moore Regional Municipality of Hamilton- Wentworth 
Gerry Forbes City of Hamilton, Traffic Department 

Rick Hein C.C. Parker Consultants Limited 

Karin Wall C.C. Parker Consultants Limited 

Ray Smith C.C. Parker Consultants Limited 


A description of the material which was displayed at the Public Information Centre follows: 


information display, e.g. what is a Class EA? project background and purpose (as per 
Appendix C; 


- schematic plan of existing p.m. peak hour traffic conditions with accompanying 
photographs; 


- aerial photograph of the study area with plan showing existing conditions; and 
- — land use plan. 


The Public Information Centre was attended by 63 people. 


5.0 Summary of Comments 


A summary of the comments received from the individuals that attended the first information 
centre is tabulated in Table 1. To date, 25 comment sheets have been submitted. 


The following is a summary of issues and concerns that were raised by people attending the 


information centre: 


- advanced left turn green phases at the intersection of Rymal Road and Upper James 


Street are needed; 
- sidewalks needed along Rymal Road; 
- bike pathway needed along Rymal Road; 
- Rymal Road should be widened to four lanes; 
dust control is needed on shoulders on Rymal Road; and 


improvements are needed to make it easier and safer for cars to get onto Rymal Road. 
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6.0 Action by the Project Team 


Every attempt will be made to specifically address the questions and concerns expressed and 
to provide requested information. The comments provided have all been noted and will be 
duly considered in the evaluation and development of design alternatives for roadway 


improvements. 


Prior to the next Public Information Centre, a newsletter answering the questions received 
either from comment sheets or other direct contact with the public, will be mailed to 
property owners in the study area, residents in surrounding neighbourhoods and those on the 
mailing list. The newsletter will also announce and encourage attendance to the second 
Public Information Centre. 


Appendix A 


Public Information Brochure 
Newspaper Advertisement 
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Be MPROVEMENTS TO RYMAL ROAD: pee sete 
5 FROM WEST 5TH STREET TO UPPER GAGE AVENUE 


Rena Class Environmental Assessment ~~ ne 


The Region is investigating improvements to Rymal Road (from West 

=5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue) following the process descnbed in 
“the provincially approved Class Environmental Assessment for 

Municipal Road Projects document. 


t: 


“A number of traffic problems have been identified: The purpose of this 
_, Study is to decide how to improve traffic conditions. 


* An initial Public Information Centre will explain the need for improve- 
ments, show the existing conditions along the road, and describe the 
options for improving the road. 


~ The first Public Information Centre will be held at the following location 
|. and time: 


Location: Michelangelo Banquet Centre 
1555 Upper Ottawa Street _ 
. _ . Hamilton, Ontario 
Dates 297 June 15, 1994 
Time: 200Ke OE ‘and 6:00 10 8:00 p.m. 


If you Cannot atténd the information Centra, but require information 


, please contact: a 


Pamela Hubbard or Tim Stuart 

Environmental Planner ~ -- -_ ,. Project Manager 

Roads Department 6 ~C.C. Parker Consultants Limred 
Regional Municipality of .s. . 1400 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton-Wentworth Hamilton, Ontano 

25 Main Street West. 10th Floor LEW 3N9 

Hamilton. Ontano L8P 1H1 Telephone ($05) 385-3234 
Telephone: (905) 546-4277 Fax (905) 385-3534 

Fax (905) 546-2385 


LE 
PucSremonre bala 


THE SPECTATOR 
JUNE 11 AND 13, 1994 


Appendix B 


Visitor Register and Information Package 


Based on the requirements of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Privacy Act, 
the VISITOR REGISTER has not been included in this report, but is on file with the 
Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth. 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton—-Wentworth 


(4 LE Roads Department 
4 


RYMAL ROAD IMPROVEMENTS 


From West 5th to 
Upper Gage Avenue 


PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #1 
June 15, 1994 


INFORMATION PACKAGE 


WELCOME 


The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth is carrying out an 
environmental assessment for the improvements of Rymal Road from West 


5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue in Hamilton. 


The Region is required to follow a planning process specified iii the document 
“Class Environmental Assessment for Municipal Road Projects". A copy is 


available for you to review. 


The Region holds public information centres to: 


e introduce the study to the community; 
e describe the environmental assessment process; 


e review the problem, alternatives and evaluation criteria; and 


¢ gain input and understanding from the community. 


Please review this package and the displays. You are encouraged to express 
your concerns and comments at any time. Regional staff and members of the 


consultant team are here to answer your questions. 


WHAT IS A CLASS EA? 


Municipalities undertake a large number of road projects ranging from routine 
maintenance to reconstruction to building new roads. These projects are 
subject to the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act but since the 
environmental effects are predictable, a more streamlined process is available. 
This process is called a Class Environmental Assessment, or Class EA. Itis a 
planning and design process used to evaluate alternative solutions and | 


designs. 


If you feel that, after consulting with Regional staff or members of the 

consultant team, serious concerns remain unresolved, you may make a written 
request to the Minister of Environment and Energy to subject this project to an 
individual environmental assessment, possibly including a formal public hearing. 
Although you may make this request at any time in the process, the Minister 

will only consider the request after the Environmental Study Report is completed 


and during the 30 day public review. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE EXISTING ENVIRONMENT 


To understand the problem and the area, a number of factors must be 


understood. 
e Transportation 
¢ The Natural and Physical Environment 


e Land Use/Social/Economic Environment 


HOW DOES THE CLASS EA PROCESS WORK? 


The Regional Roads Department consults with: 
e other Regional and local municipal departments; 


e provincial agencies, commissions and conservation authorities; 


* property owners located beside the road; 


¢ the community that may be affected by the project; and 


e the general public. 


At this stage in Phase 2, the Region wants to know about community 
transportation issues such as: 


e areas where traffic seems to be a particular problem; 


e sidewalks; 
e need for a seperate left turn lane; and 


e concerns related to school children and senior citizens. 


Comments received from all of the consultations are assessed by the Roads 
Department. All comments are seriously considered at each phase of the 


project before staff recommend how to proceed with the project. 
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TRAFFIC OPERATIONS 


A traffic analysis has been carried out to assess the current and expected 
future problem areas on Rymal Road, including intersection operations, lane 
widths, turning lanes and other traffic related issues. The traffic study forms 
the basis for the project justification and the required roadway improvements. 


EXISTING AND FUTURE TRAFFIC 


Rymal Road is presently operating near the capacity for a two-lane roadway, 
however, with the construction of the Red Hill Creek Expressway the traffic 
volumes are expected to be reduced. In the long term with the build-out of area 
development the traffic will continue to grow and additional improvements may 
be required. Traffic projections for Rymal Road in the future are as follows: 


Current two-way daily traffic = 20,000 
Year 2001 with expressway = 15,000 
Year 2021 = 25,000 


The worst traffic condition for the next 15 years is the current condition. 


RESULTS OF TRAFFIC ANALYSIS 


The analysis of traffic operations on Rymal Road resulted in the following 
findings: 


* an additional westbound through lane is required at the intersection of 
Rymal Road and Upper James Street; 


* traffic control signals are not warranted at the intersections of Rymal Road 
with Upper Wellington Street, Upper Sherman Street and Miles Road; and 


* left turn lanes are needed at the intersection of Rymal Road and Miles Road. 
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TRAFFIC OPERATIONS 


A traffic analysis has been carried out to assess the current and expected 
future problem areas on Rymal Road, including intersection operations, lane 
widths, turning lanes and other traffic related issues. The traffic study forms 
the basis for the project justification and the required roadway improvements. 


EXISTING AND FUTURE TRAFFIC 


Rymal Road is presently operating near the capacity for a two-lane roadway, 
however, with the construction of the Red Hill Creek Expressway the traffic 
volumes are expected to be reduced. In the long term with the build-out of area 
development the traffic will continue to grow and additional improvements may 
be required. Traffic projections for Rymal Road in the future are as follows: 


Current two-way daily traffic = 20,000 
Year 2001 with expressway = 15,000 
Year 2021 = 25,000 


The worst traffic condition for the next 15 years is the current condition. 


RESULTS OF TRAFFIC ANALYSIS 


The analysis of traffic operations on Rymal Road resulted in the following 
findings: 


* an additional westbound through lane is required at the intersection of 
Rymal Road and Upper James Street; 


* traffic control signals are not warranted at the intersections of Rymal Road 
with Upper Wellington Street, Upper Sherman Street and Miles Road; and 


* left turn lanes are needed at the intersection of Rymal Road and Miles Road. 


TRAFFIC OPERA TIONS 
cont'd 


ACCIDENT INFORMATION 


Accident data for the period from 1988 to 1993 from Upper James to Upper 
Gage Avenue was analyzed. The rate of vehicle collisions on Rymal Road is 


considerably less than the provincial average for this type of roadway. 


NEED FOR TWO-WAY LEFT TURN LANES 


The number of accidents specifically related to mid-block left turns is low; 
however, it does not reflect the observed hazards caused by traffic bypassing 
left turning vehicles to the right on the gravel shoulders or the delays 

caused by traffic waiting for the left turning vehicles. Two-way left turn 

lanes should be considered recognizing the 116 entrances accessing Rymal 


Road in the study area. 


THE NATURAL AND PHYS/CAL ENVIRONMENT 


TREES 


Seventy three (73) trees or clumps of trees along Rymal Road were identified. 
and assessed. The health of the tree population is satisfactory considering 
the stresses of human activities along this route. The trees are iocated 


within or directly adjacent to the road right of way. 
e 60 trees are considered healthy; and 
e 13 trees are weak or in poor condition. 
DRAINAGE 


Throughout most of the study area the roadway has a rural cross section with 


ditches and culverts providing drainage to the existing stream networks. 


In the Upper James Street area where the road has an urban cross section, 


curbs and gutters direct surface runoff to the storm sewer system quickly. 


LAND USE/SOCIAL/ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT 


Rymal Road, throughout the study area, is being developed for commercial and 


residential uses. A summary of the land use in the study area is as follows: 
West Sth to east of Upper James Street 

° Smeal 
East of Upper James Street to Upper Wellington 

* residential with existing residential accesses onto Rymal Road 
Upper Wellington to Upper Wentworth 


¢ residential on the north side with cemetary, park and recreational, anda 


City of Hamilton Public Works Yard on the south side 
Upper Wentworth to Upper Sherman 
* commercial on the north side near Upper Wentworth; 
¢ mid to high density residential on the north side near Upper Sherman; and 


* on the south side land use is mainly residential with institutional use near 


Upper Sherman 
From Upper Sherman to Upper Gage 
* mainly residential with many existing accesses; and 


* acommercial block is on the north side adjacent to Upper Sherman 


PROJECT BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE 


The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth has identified a need for 
improvements to Rymal Road from West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue in 
the City of Hamilton. This roadway provides an inter regional function and 
consists mainly of two 3.5m paved lanes and 4.5m gravel shoulders through 
the study limits. Traffic congestion is being experienced regularly and a high 
frequency of rear end collisions have been noted in this area reflecting 
difficulties due to left turn movements. In addition, the use of the existing 
gravel shoulder by traffic bypassing left turning vehicles occurs regularly, 
creating a hazard. The heavy use of this roadway has also resulted in 
deterioration of pavement condition in certain areas which requires 


rehabilitation. 


The objectives of the project are to address the operating problems which are 
presently being experienced on Rymal Road and to upgrade the structural 


condition of the pavement. Rymal Road improvements are necessary to: 
e increase the traffic capacity of Rymal Road: 
e reduce accidents; 
e improve the pavement structure; 
e ensure safe pedestrian crossings; 
¢ minimize impacts on adjacent properties; and 


e avoid or reduce environmental impacts. 


ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS 


The study must consider alternative planning solutions. In this project, four 


alternative solutions were studied: 


a a a 
Solution #1 do nothing 


* repave as part of regular maintenance, where necessary 
Solution #2 alternative routes 
° direct tratiic to other roads 


Solution #3 signage 


¢ implement traffic by-laws and Signage to prevent undesirable traffic 
movements such as left turns 


Solution #4 upgrade the roadway to address deficiencies 


* upgrade the roadway to improve Capacity and safety for present and 
future traffic volumes 


ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES OF 
ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS 


DO NOTHING (repave as part of regular maintenance) 
Advantages 


* all trees remain; 
* surface water runoff does not increase; and 
* minimum cost. 
Disadvantages 
* will not improve operating safety on the roadway 
* will not provide improved capacity to alleviate existing traffic congestion; 
* local access to driveways will continue to be difficult; and 


* continuing high maintenance demand for gravel shoulders. 


ALTERNATIVE ROUTES (direct traffic to other routes) 
Advantages 


* reduced traffic on Rymal Road; 

* all trees remain; and 

* surface water runoff on Rymal Road does not increase. 
Disadvantages 

* improvements may be required on other roadways; 

* volumes of traffic expected to be diverted are low; 

* operating problems on Rymal Road will continue; 

* difficulty accessing driveways will continue; and 


* nearby roadways such as Stone Church Road are not being considered 
to carry high volumes of traffic. 


ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES OF 
ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS cont'd 


SIGNAGE (prevent left turns) 
Advantages 


* efficiency of through traffic movements would increase: 
* minimum cost: 
* all trees remain; and 
* surface water runoff does not increase. 
Disadvantages 


* turning movements at intersections and traffic on side streets 
would increase; 


* to facilitate local access (no left turns); and 


* local access will still be difficult. 


UPGRADE ROADWAY TO ADDRESS DEFICIENCIES 
The Region prefers to upgrade the roadway to improve traffic operations. 
Advantages 


* efficiency of through tratfic movements would increase; 
* operating safety on the roadway will improve; 
* traffic congestion is reduced: and 


* if continuous left turning lane provided then local access concerns are 
reduced. 


Disadvantages 
* some trees may be removed: 
* surface water runoff will increase (wider pavement); and 


* highest cost alternative. 


DESIGN ALTERNATIVES 


Upgrading the existing roadway to address operating deficiencies will realize 
the most efficient solution to the problems presently identified on this 


roadway. 


Two design alternatives will be examined during the next phase of ihe study. 
Each of these alternatives can be achieved without disturbing the right of way 


outside of the existing ditch line. 


Alternative A 2 lanes 

e one lane in each direction; and 

e improve intersections where deficiencies are identified. 
Alternative B 3 lanes 

e¢ one lane each direction; 


e left turing lane in the centre; and 


e intersection improvements as necessary. 


A third alternative using 4 lanes is not being considered at this time as it 
would only increase traffic efficiency by a small amount but would have 


significantly more impact and a higher cost. 


CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING DESIGN 
ALTERNATIVES 


The criteria that will be used to evaluate the alternative designs are: 


Social 
* maintenance of street character. 


Economic 
* construction costs: 


* maintenance costs: and 


* area businesses and services. 


Natural/Physical ' 
* storm water quantity and quality; and 


* trees. 


Transportation 
* pedestrian safety (walking or crossing the road): 


* traffic operations and Safety; 
* access to driveways; and 
* access to local streets. 


Are there any criteria we are missing that you would like added so that the 
evaluation is complete? 


Please let us know. 


WHAT’S NEXT? 


Following this public information centre, the Region will follow a number of 


steps. 


Next, the Region will: 
° review and respond to public comments; 
e review and respond to comments from other groups; 


e modify both the criteria and the evaluation of solutions presented in 


this package, if necessary; 
e develop and evaluate the design solutions; and 


e review the preferred design solution with the public at another public 


information centre. Notice will be given through newspaper ads and 


brochures. 
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YOU CAN BE INVOLVED 


As you can see, many issues will have to be addressed during the course of this 
study. In order to assist with making decisions, your involvement is necessary. 


TO participate further, you can: 


* complete a comment sheet to record your comments. Regional staff 
will respond to all concerns; 


provide us with your input at any time during the study. Regional staff 
is willing to meet with you if you need further explanations or have 
significant concerns: 


request to be placed on the mailing list to be advised of future public 
information centres: and 


* attend the next public information centre to find out how the study is 
progressing and to provide your comments. 


The next public information centre is planned for Fall 1994. At that time, the 
results of the staff evaluation of the alternative design will be presented. 


Thank you for your interest in this project. If you have further questions or 
require additional information, please contact: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 
The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 
Hamilton, Ontario L8P 1H14 
Telephone: (905) 546-4277 — Fax: (905) 546-2385 


Rymal Road 
From West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Information Centre #1 
June 15, 1994 
Michelangelo Banquet Centre 
1555 Upper Ottawa Street 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information a!l comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 


[_] Have no concerns [_] Have concernsas_  ([_] Haveno opinion 
noted below ; 


Comments (please print): 


Please leave your completed Comment Sheet in the drop box provided, or 
mail (before July 4, 1994) to: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 
Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 
Hamilton, Ontario 
L84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optional): 


Appendix C 


Information Displays 


The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth is carrying out an 
environmental assessment for the improvements of Rymal Road from West 


5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue in Hamilton. 


The Region is required to follow a planning process specified in the document | 
“Class Environmental Assessment for Municipal Road Projects". A copy is 


available for you to review. 


The Region holds public information centres to: 
e introduce the study to the community; 
e describe the environmental assessment process: 
e review the problem, alternatives and evaluation criteria; and 


e gain input and understanding from the community. 


Please review this package and the displays. You are encouraged to express 


your concerns and comments at any time. Regional staff and members of the 


consultant team are here to answer your questions. 


WHAT IS A CLASS EA? 


Municipalities undertake a large number of road projects ranging from routine 
maintenance to reconstruction to building new roads. These projects are 
subject to the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act but since the 

- environmental effects are predictable, amore streamlined process is available. 
This process is called a Class Environmental Assessment, or Class EA. Itis a 
planning and design process used to evaluate alternative solutions and _ 


designs. 


If you feel that, after consulting with Regional staff or members of the 

consultant team, serious concerns remain unresolved, you may make a writien 
request to the Minister of Environment and Energy to subject this project to an 
individual environmental assessment, possibly including a formal public hearing, 
Although you may make this request at any time in the process, the Minister 

will only consider the request after the Environmental Study Report is completed 


and during the 30 day public review. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE EXISTING ENVIRONMENT 


To understand the problem and the area, a number of factors must be 


understood. 
e Transportation 
¢ The Natural and Physical Environment 


e Land Use/Social/Economic Environment 


HOW DOES THE CLASS EA PROCESS WORK? 


The Regional Roads Department consults with: 
e other Regional and local municipal departments; 
e provincial agencies, commissions and conservation authorities; 


e property owners located beside the road; 


the community that may be affected by the project; and 


the general public. 


At this stage in Phase 2, the Region wants to know about community 


transportation issues such as: 
e areas where traffic seems to be a particular problem; 
e sidewalks; 
e need for a seperate left turn lane; and 


e concerns related to school children and senior citizens. 


Comments received from all of the consultations are assessed by the Roads 
Department. All comments are seriously considered at each phase of the 


project before staff recommend how to proceed with the project. 
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SF INGSAHOS ACNLS 


TRAFFIC OPERATIONS 


A traffic analysis has been carried out to assess the current and expected 
future problem areas on Rymal Road, including intersection operations, lane 
widths, turning lanes and other traffic related issues. The traffic study forms 
the basis for the project justification and the required roadway improvements. 


EXISTING AND FUTURE TRAFFIC 


Rymal Road is presently operating near the capacity for a two-lane roadway, 
however, with the construction of the Red Hill Creek Expressway the traffic 
volumes are expected to be reduced. In the long term with the build-out of area 
development the traffic will continue to grow and additional improvements may 
be required. Traffic projections for Rymal Road in the future are as follows: 


Current two-way daily traffic = 20,000 
Year 2001 with expressway = 15,000 


Year 2021 


25,000 


The worst traffic condition for the next 15 years is the current condition. 


RESULTS OF TRAFFIC ANALYSIS 


The analysis of traffic operations on Rymal Road resulted in the following 
findings: 


* an additional westbound through lane is required at the intersection of 
Rymal Road and Upper James Street; 


* traffic control signals are not warranted at the intersections of Rymal Road 
with Upper Wellington Street, Upper Sherman Street and Miles Road; and 


* left turn lanes are needed at the intersection of Rymal Road and Miles Road. 


TRAFFIC OPERATIONS 


cont’d 


ACCIDENT INFORMATION 


Accident data for the period from 1988 to 1993 from Upper James to Upper 
Gage Avenue was analyzed. The rate of vehicle collisions on Rymal Road is 


considerably less than the provincial average for this type of roadway. 


NEED FOR TWO-WAY LEFT TURN LANES 


The number of accidents specifically related to mid-block left turns is low; 
however, it does not reflect the observed hazards caused by traffic bypassing 
left turning vehicles to the right on the gravel shoulders or the delays 

caused by traffic waiting for the left turning vehicles. Two-way left turn 

lanes should be considered recognizing the 116 entrances accessing Rymal 


Road in the study area. 


THE NATURAL AND PHYS/CAL ENVIRONMENT 


TREES 


Seventy three (73) trees or clumps of trees along Rymal Road were identified. 
and assessed. The health of the tree population is satisfactory considering 
the stresses of human activities along this route. The trees are !ocated | 


within or directly adjacent to the road right of way. 
e 60 trees are considered healthy; and 
e 13 trees are weak or in poor sanditan 
DRAINAGE 


Throughout most of the study area the roadway has a rural cross section with 


ditches and culverts providing drainage to the existing stream networks. 


In the Upper James Street area where the road has an urban cross section, 


curbs and gutters direct surface runoff to the storm sewer system quickly. 


LAND USE/SOCIAL/ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT 


Rymal Road, throughout the study area, is being developed for commercial and 


residential uses. A summary of the land use in the study area is as follows: 
West ath to east of Upper James Street 

* commercial 
East of Upper James Street to Upper Wellington 

° residential with existing residential accesses onto Rymal Road 
Upper Wellington to Upper Wentworth 


¢ residential on the north side with cemetary, park and recreational, anda 


City of Hamilton Public Works Yard on the south side 
Upper Wentworth to Upper Sherman 
* commercial on the north side near Upper Wentworth; 
* mid to high density residential on the north side near Upper Sherman; and 


* on the south side land use is mainly residential with institutional use near 


Upper Sherman 
From Upper Sherman to Upper Gage 
* mainly residential with many existing accesses; and 


* a commercial block is on the north side adjacent to Upper Sherman 


PROJECT BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE 


The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth has identified a need for 
improvements to Rymal Road from West Sth Street to Upper Gage Avenue in 
the City of Hamilton. This roadway provides an inter regional function and 
consists_mainly of two 3.5m paved lanes and 4.5m gravel shoulders through 
the study limits. Traffic congestion is being experienced regularly and a high 
frequency of rear end collisions have been noied in this area reflecting 
difficulties due to left turn movements. In addition, the use of the existing 
gravel shoulder by traffic bypassing left turning vehicles occurs regularly, 
creating a hazard. The heavy use of this roadway has also resulted in 
deterioration of pavement condition in certain areas which requires 


rehabilitation. 


The objectives of the project are to address the operating problems which are 
presently being experienced on Rymal Road and to upgrade the structural 


condition of the pavement. Rymal Road improvements are necessary to: 
e increase the traffic capacity of Rymal Road; 
e reduce accidents; 
e improve the pavement structure; 
e ensure safe pedestrian crossings; 
e minimize impacts on adjacent properties; and 


e avoid or reduce environmental impacts. 


ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS 


The study must consider alternative planning solutions. In this project, four 
alternative solutions were studied: 


Solution #1 do nothing 

° repave as part of regular maintenance, where necessary 
Solution #2 alternative routes 

© direct traffic to other roads 


Solution #3 — signage 


¢ implement traffic by-laws and Signage to prevent undesirable tratfic 
movements such as left turns 


Solution #4 upgrade the roadway to address deficiencies 


* upgrade the roadway to improve Capacity and safety for present and 
future traffic volumes 


ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES OF 


ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS 


DO NOTHING (repave as part of regular maintenance) 
Advantages 


* all trees remain; 
* surface water runoff does not increase; and 
* minimum cost. 
Disadvantages 
* will not improve operating safety on the roadway 
* will not provide improved capacity to alleviate existing traffic congestion; 
* local access to driveways will continue to be difficult; and 


* continuing high maintenance demand for gravel shoulders. 


ALTERNATIVE ROUTES (direct traffic to other routes) 
Advantages 


* reduced traffic on Rymal Road; 

* all trees remain; and 

* surface water runoff on Rymal Road does not increase. 
Disadvantages 

* improvements may be required on other roadways; 

* volumes of traffic expected to be diverted are low; 

* operating problems on Rymal Road will continue; 

* difficulty accessing driveways will continue; and 


* nearby roadways such as Stone Church Road are not being considered 
to carry high volumes of traffic. 


ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES OF 
ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS cont’d 


SIGNAGE (prevent left turns) 
Advantages 


* efficiency of through traffic movements would increase; 
* minimum cost; 
* all trees remain; and 
* surface water runoff does not increase. 
Disadvantages 


* turning movements at intersections and traffic on side streets 
would increase; 


* to facilitate local access (no left turns); and 


* local access will still be difficult. 
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UPGRADE ROADWAY TO ADDRESS DEFICIENCIES 


The Region prefers to upgrade the roadway to improve traffic operations. 
Advantages 


* efficiency of through traffic movements would increase; 
* operating safety on the roadway will improve; 
* traffic congestion is reduced: and 


* if continuous left turning lane provided then local access concerns are 
reduced. 


Disadvantages 
* some trees may be removed; 
* surface water runoff will increase (wider pavement); and 


* highest cost alternative. 


DESIGN ALTERNATIVES 


Upgrading the existing roadway to address operating deficiencies will realize 
the most efficient solution to the problems presently identified on this 


roadway. 


Two design alternatives will be examined during the next phase of ine study. 
Each of these alternatives can be achieved without disturbing the right of way 


outside of the existing ditch line. 


Alternative A 2 lanes 

e¢ one lane in each direction; and 

e improve intersections where deficiencies are identified. 
Alternative B 3lanes 

e one lane each direction; 

e left turning lane in the centre; and 


e intersection improvements as necessary. 


A third alternative using 4 lanes is not being considered at this time as it 
would only increase traffic efficiency by a small amount but would have 


significantly more impact and a higher cost. 


CAITERIA FOR EVALUATING DESIGN 
ALTERNATIVES 


The criteria that will be used to evaluate the alternative designs are: 


Social 
* maintenance of street character. 


Economic 
* construction costs; 


* maintenance costs: and 


* area businesses and services. 


Natural/Physical 
* storm water quantity and quality; and 


¢ trees. 


Transportation 
* pedestrian safety (walking or crossing the road); 


* traffic operations and safety: 
* access to driveways; and 
* access to local streets. 


Are there any criteria we are missing that you would like added so that the 
evaluation is complete? 


Please let us know. 


WHAT’S NEXT? 


Following this public information centre, the Region will follow a number of 


steps. 


Next, the Region will: 


a 


review and respond to public comments; 
e review and respond to comments from other groups; 


¢ modify both the criteria and the evaluation of solutions presented in 


this package, if necessary; 


e develop and evaluate the design solutions; and 


e review the preferred design solution with the public at another public 


information centre. Notice will be given through newspaper ads and 


brochures. 
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YOU CAN BE INVOLVED 


As you can see, many issues will have to be addressed during the course of this 
study. In order to assist with making decisions, your involvement is necessary. 


TO participate further, you can: 


* complete a comment sheet to record your comments. Regional staff 
will respond to all concerns; 


provide us with your input at any time during the study. Regional staff 
is willing to meet with you if you need further explanations or have 
significant concerns; 


request to be placed on the mailing list to be advised of future public 
information centres; and 


* attend the next public information centre to find out how the study is 
progressing and to provide your comments. 


The next public information centre is planned for Fall 1994. At that time, the 
results of the staff evaluation of the alternative design will be presented. 


Thank you for your interest in this project. If you have further questions or 
require additional information, please contact: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 
The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 
Hamilton, Ontario L8P 1H1 
Telephone: (905) 546-4277. —- Fax: (905) 546-2385 


Appendix D 


Comment Sheets 


imal load “ o 
From West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton « 


COMMENT SHEET 
SEE eee 


Public Information Centre #1 
June 15, 1994 
Michelangelo. Banquet Centre 
1555 Upper Ottawa Street 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being eciieciad to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information SCN and |: 


[_] Have no concerns [Z+ Have concerns as {_] Have no opinion 
. noted below. 


Comments (please print): 
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Please leave your completed Comment Sheet i in the drop bee searinee or 
mail (before July 4, 1994) to: 


Pamela obbadd E PeRonRene| Planner 
Roads Department. 


Regional Municipality of Hamiiton -Wentworth 


25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 
Hamilton, Ontario 
L841H1 ~ 
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Name and Address (Optional): _ 
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Rymal Road 
From West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
~ City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Information Centre #1 
June 15, 1994 
Michelangelo Banquet Centre 
1555 Upper Ottawa Street 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 


[_] Have no concerns aa concernsas_  [_] Haveno opinion 
| noted below 


Comments (please print): 
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PROJECT OFFICE 


Please leave your completed Comment Sheet in the drop box provi 
mail (before July 4, 1994) to: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario 

84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optional): 


Rymal Road 
From West Sth Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
~ City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Information Centre #1 
June 15, 1994 
Michelangelo Banquet Centre 
1555 Upper Ottawa Street 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 


[_] Have no concerns Have concernsas_ [_] Have no opinion 
noted below 


Comments (please print): 
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Please leave your completed Comment Sheet in the drop box provided, or 
mail (before July 4, 1994) to: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department | 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


25 Main Street West, 10th Floor ° Z 
Hamilton, Ontario ~- — 
L84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optional): _ 
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Rymal Road 
From West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Information Centre #1 
June 15, 1994 
Michelangelo Banquet Centre 
1555 Upper Ottawa Street 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 


[_] Have no concerns mhe concerns as_ [_] Haveno opinion 
noted below : 


Comments (please print): 
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Public Information Centre #2 
Summary Report 
Rymal Road Improvements 
From West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 


1.0 Introduction 


This report summarizes the comments received from the public as a result of the second 
public information centre held on Thursday, October 27, 1994. 


The information centre was the second of two information centres scheduled for this project. 


The purpose of the information centre was to: 
. present the evaluation criteria and process used to evaluate design alternatives; 


- present and receive input on the preferred plan for improvements; 
» provide information on the project schedule; and 
- gain input from the community. 


Background information on the project, a brief description of the EA process, and existing 


traffic conditions were also provided at the information centre. 


Public input was sought on the preferred plan and comment sheets were provided. 


2.0 Timing and Location of the Information Centre 


The information centre was conducted as an informal drop-in centre with Regional and 
Consultant staff available to discuss the preferred plan for improvements on a one-to-one 
basis with the public. The information centre was held on Thursday, October 27, 1994 and 
was open to the public from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. It was held at the Hearth Banquet 
Centre on Rymal Road in Hamilton. 


3.0 Method of Advertising 


The public was formally notified of the information centre by newspaper advertisements 
placed in The Spectator on October 19 and 22, 1994. 


In addition, approximately 2,700 newsletters were mailed out to area residents and businesses 
within and adjacent to the study area. The newsletters were mailed on October 17, 1994. 
Additional newsletters were mailed to members of the public expressing previous interest in 
the study. 


A copy of the newsletter - "Project Update” and newspaper notice are included in 
Appendix A. 


Government ministries/agencies, as well as municipal/regional departments who showed 
previous interest in the study were invited to attend the public information centre and/or 


provide input on the preferred plan by way of letter. Enclosed with the letter was a copy of 
the public information centre newsletter and newspaper notice. 


The mailing list of agencies and sample letter sent is included in Appendix B. 


4.0 Summary of Information Centre 


Individuals attending the information centre were encouraged to sign the register and were 
provided an information package handout containing a comment sheet. A copy of the visitor 
register and information package are contained in Appendix C. 


A box to deposit completed comment sheets was provided. Individuals also had an 
opportunity to mail in the comment sheet to Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner, 
Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth. 


Individuals who expressed a specific concern were directed to the appropriate staff member 


for an explanation. 


The following Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth and Consultant staff were in 
attendance at the information centre: 


Gary Moore Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
Pamela Hubbard Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
Tim Stuart C.C. Parker Consultants Limited 
Karin Wall C.C. Parker Consultants Limited 


A description of the information (text) displays which were displayed at the public 
information centre is as follows: 

Welcome; 

Study Schedule; 

Traffic Operations; 

Design Alternatives; 

Factors Used for Evaluating Design Alternatives; 

Evaluation of Design Alternatives; 

Preferred Improvement Plan; and 

You Can Be Involved. 


Copies of all information (text) displays are enclosed in Appendix D. 


In addition to the above noted information panels, the following plans were on display: 
Land Use; 
Existing Conditions and Preferred Improvement Plan; and 
Traffic Conditions. 


The public information centre was attended by 34 people. 


The information centre was attended by representatives from the following 
agencies/departments: 

Hamilton Fire Department; 

Hamilton Hydro; 

Hamilton Region Conservation Authority; and 

Hamilton Street Railway (HSR). 


3:0 


Summary of Comments 


A summary of comments received from the individuals that attended the first and second 


information centres is tabulated in Table 1. To date, 14 comment sheets have been 


submitted. They are enclosed in Appendix E. 


The following is a summary of issues and concerns that were raised by people attending the 


information centre: 


6.0 


sidewalks are needed especially in the vicinity of the Upper James Street intersection; 
the study area should be extended further west to Garth Street, 

the study area should be extended further east to Pritchard Road; 

stoplights and advance left turn signals should be installed at major intersections to 
provide for safer left tuming movements; 

support the preferred improvement plan; 

would prefer to develop a four-lane roadway, 

have concerns regarding dust from shoulders and Turner Park entrance; 

have concerns regarding speeding on Rymal Road, 

want improvements to drainage ditches (i.e. weed control); and 


want traffic signals at Miles Road and Upper Sherman Avenue. 


Action by Project Team 


Every attempt will be made to specifically address the questions and concerns expressed and 


to provide the requested information. The comments provided have all been noted and will 


be duly considered in the finalization of the preferred improvement plan. 
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The next phase of the study is to document the input received from the public, government 
ministries/agencies and municipal/Regional departments, and to finalize the preferred 
improvement plan. Following that, the Environmental Study Report (ESR) will be prepared 
and made available to the public for a 30 day review period. The public will be notified of 
this through the newspaper. 


The Project Team has informed the public through the PIC newsletter - Project Update, and 
information package of their rights with regard to the Environmental Assessment process. 


APPENDIX A 


Newsletter - Project Update 
Newspaper Notice 


wu » 


rh Lae 


rofect. Updat 


on the Rymal Road Reconstruction Study Fall 1994 


Be A Newsletter by the Roads Department of the Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth. 


information c centre, and to let you know about the next opportunity to view the plans for the proposed road WOrk. 


Results of Public Information Centre #1 


At the Public Information Centre held in June, the 
Region presented a number of alternatives to improve 
traffic. The Region recommended that a three-lane road 
(one lane each direction and a centre left turn lane) 
would solve many of the traffic problems. 


The purpose of the next public information centre is to 
show how the design alternatives have been evaluated 
and to present the recommended improvements. 


This is an opportunity for you to receive this information 
and provide comments. 


The public agreed that the traffic is terrible on Rymal 
Road and that something must be done to improve the 
road. Most people agreed that a three-lane road could 
significantly reduce the traffic problems. 


If you cannot attend the information centre but want to 
obtain a copy of an Information Package please contact: 
Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Special Projects Office 
Regional Roads Department 


A description of the preferred plan and answers to the 25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 
questions raised during consultation are found on the amilton, Ontario L8P 1H1 
inside pages of this newsletter. ee (905) 546-4277 
or 
Tim Stuart, Project Manager 
Public Information Centre #2 C.C. Parker Consultants Limited 
1400 Rymal Road East 
ee Hamilton, Ontario L8W 3N9 
A second public information centre is scheduled for: phone: (905) 385-3234 


Date: October 27, 1994 


Time: 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Location: Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 


If you have concerns about the project, we strongly 
recommend that you plan to attend the information centre 
or visit the Roads Department (see above for address and 
phone number). 


Study Area 


The Region plans its budget for roads over a five 
year period. The study area boundaries (from 
West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue) include 
those sections of Rymal Road that are planned to 
be reconstructed over the next five years. Areas 
west of West Sth Street will be planned for 
reconstruction as the need arises. 


The study also takes into consideration the 

following factors: 

- that the Red Hill Creek Expressway Mountain 
section will be opened in 1998; 

- that Stone Church Road is being improved as a 
residential arterial road; 

- that Rymal Road should ultimately carry more 
traffic than Stone Church Road; and 

- that Rymal Road could ultimately be five to 
seven lanes. 


Existing Problems 


Dee ee a eT 


The public assisted in identifying the areas where 

major traffic problems are being experienced. 

The major problems appear to be: 

. left turning vehicles especially at the major 
intersections and at local roads; 

- trucks using local roads; 

- the intersections are congested. 


Almost all of Rymal Road appear to be 
experiencing problems with the major areas 
identified as: 

- the Upper James Street intersection; and 
- the Turner Park entrance. 


Existing and Future Traffic 


Presently, Rymal Road carries about 20,000 
vehicles/ day. In comparison, Stone Church Road 
carries about 10,000 vehicles/day. 


By the year 2001, after the Expressway has been 
opened, it is projected that Rymal Road will be 
carrying 15,000 vehicles/day. This should 
increase to about 25,000 vehicles/day by the year 
20215 


Therefore, a five-lane roadway will not be needed 
until 2021, over 25 years from now. 


Preferred Improvements 


The public suggested a number of improvements 
that have been considered by the Region in 
developing the preferred improvements. 


A three-lane road with improvements at major 
intersections should resolve the major problems 
identified by the Roads Department and the 
public. 


The proposed features for the improvements 

include: 

- one east bound and one west bound driving lane 
and a continuous centre left turn lane to make 
left turns into driveways, local streets, and 
Turner Park easier and safer; and 

- additional right and left turn lanes for east and 
west bound traffic at the Upper James Street 
intersection, making it easier for north and 
south bound traffic to turn left. 


Traffic islands at intersections will not be 
shortened because they control traffic movements, 
help to reduce congestion, and increase traffic 
safety. 


Improvements to major intersections like Upper 
James Street should resolve problems with heavy 
trucks using local roads. 


With the exception of the Upper James area all of 


the proposed improvements can be done within 
the existing roadway 


Bicycle Lanes 


The Regional Bicycle Network Plan has not 
identified Rymal Road as a bike route therefore, 
no additional width will be added for bicycle 
lanes. However, Stone Church Road will be 
reconstructed to accommodate bikes. 


Recreational cycling paths are designed and built 
by the City of Hamilton Parks Department. 
Please contact them at 546-2750 for information 
on recreational cycling paths planned for the 
Mountain. 


Sidewalks 


The City of Hamilton builds sidewalks under the 
Local Improvement Act. This means that 
adjacent property owners pay for sidewalks. In 
this study, the City will be identifying if there are 
any areas where sidewalks should be constructed 
taking into consideration bus stops and access to 
stores and schools. 


Speed Limit 
EAL TEER SPS BG 


Rymal Road has a posted speed limit of 60 km/h. 
This speed limit is appropriate for this type of 
Regional arterial road. The speed limit will not 
change after the improvements are carried out. 


Dust Control and Access to Turner Park 


DADO II BN LETT TTL TES OEE I ES LEE SS EEN ENIEES, 


Turner Park is owned and operated by the City of 
Hamilton. We have passed your comments 
regarding dust control on te them. 


As part of this project, a centre left turn lane will 
be added to Rymal Road. This will improve 
access to Turner Park. 


Access to Turner Park will be improved further 
when the Public Works driveway is consolidated 
with the park entrance in the future. A relocation 
of the traffic signal from the present Public 
Works driveway to the Turner Park entrance is 
included in future plans for this location. 


Call Werner Plessl, City of Hamilton Parks 
Department at 546-3923 if you require more 
information on Turner Park. 


Bus Routes and Stops ean. 


Bus routes are dependent on customer demand. 
To date, the demand for bus service on Rymal 
Road does not warrant additional service. 
However, the HSR does expect that service will 
be expanded over the next decade as development 
extends into this area. 


Requests for additional bus service should be 
directed to the HSR by phoning 528-4200. 


Where Are We? Where Are We Going? 


After this next public information centre, Following the approval of the Environmental 
comments will be reviewed and adjustments made Assessment, the Region plans to start construction 
to the design, where necessary. on the section from West 5th Street to Springside 


Drive in 1995. 
After the design is finalized, an Environmental 


Study Report (ESR) will be prepared and made The section from Springside Drive to Upper Gage 
available for a thirty day public review period. If Avenue is scheduled for construction in 1996. 
you have questions or concerns that have not been 
addressed in that Report, you are strongly We encourage your continued involvement in this 
recommended to contact the Region to discuss and study. 


resolve the issues. If you do not feel that the 
Region has adequately addressed your concerns 
you can then make a written request to the 
Minister of Environment and Energy to have the 
project undergo a more extensive assessment with 
the possibility of a formal hearing. For more 
information on your rights, contact Pamela 
Hubbard at the Special Projects Office at 546- 
4277. 
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IMPROVEMENTS TO RYMAL ROAD 
FROM WEST STH STREET TO UPPER GAGE AVENUE 


Class Environmental Assessment 
The Region is investigating improvements to Rymal Road (from West 5th Street to Upper Gage 
Avenue) following the process described in the provincially approved Class Environmental 
Assessment for Municipal Road Projects document. 


A number of traffic problems have been identified. The purpose of this study i is to decide how to 
improve traffic conditions. 


An initial Public Information Centre was held in-June to explain the need for improvements, show 
the existing conditions along the road, and describe the options for improving the rvad. 


The Region has reviewed all comments received on the study and has pampisied an evaluation of 
alternative ways to improve traffic on Rymal Road. 


A second Public Information Centre will present the preferred plan for improvements. 
It will be held at the following location and time: 
Location: Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 
Date: October 27, 1994 
Time: 2:00 to 8:00 p.m. 


lf you cannot atiend the information centre, but require information, please contact: 


Pamela Hubbard or Tim Stuart 

Environmental Planner Project Manager 

Roads Department ~ C.C. Parker Consultants Limited 
Regiona! Municipality of 1400 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton-Wentworth Hamilton, Ontario 

25 Main Street West, 10th Floor L8W 3N9 

Hamilton, Ontario L8P 1H1 Teleohone (905) 385-3234 
Telephone (905) 546-4277 Fax (905) 385-3534 


Fax (905) 546-2385 
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APPENDIX B 


Sample Letter to Agencies and Mailing List 


October 20, 1994 


ico 
Dear 2 ~ 


Class Environmental Assessment for Improvements to 
Rymal Road from West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 


As you are aware, the Region of Hamilton-Wentworth Special Projects Office has engaged the 
services of Parker Consultants Limited to undertake a preliminary design study for improvements to 
Rymal Road from West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue. 


Your office was initially notified of this study on March 31, 1994 and has since then expressed 
interest in being involved or kept informed of the status of this project. 


As such, we are writing to inform you that the Region has carried out an evaluation of design 
alternatives and identified a preferred improvement plan. 


Enclosed please find notice of the second Public Information Centre scheduled for this project and a 
copy of our current newsletter. 


Please feel free to attend our Public Information Centre on October 27 to review the preferred 
improvement plans. Any final comments or concerns will be appreciated at your earliest convenience 
as we are now completing the preliminary design activities. 


In order to maintain our present schedule, we are requesting that all replies be received by 
November 30, 1994. Please send your replies to: 

Mr. Tim Stuart, Project Manager 

C.C. Parker Consultants Limited 

1400 Rymal Road East 

Hamilton, Ontario L8W 3N9 


Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this project please feel free to contact Mr. Tim 
Stuart, Parker Consultants at 1-905-385-3234 or fax 1-905-385-3534. 


Yours truly 


C.C. PARKER CONSULTANTS LIMITED 


TE.-otuart: P, Ens. 
Senior Project Manager 


TBS:n 
Encl. 
rele Mr. G. Moore 


Ms. Sharron Brusey 
Manager Access Network 
Bell Canada 

1342 Stonechurch Road East 
Hamilton L8W 2C8 

Ms. Brusey 


Ms. Arlene Young 

Manager Transportation and Planning 
Wentworth County Board of Education 
357 Wilson Street East 

Ancaster L9G 4B7 

Ms. Young 


Mr. Edd Gera 

Planning and Research 

Hamilton-Wentworth Roman Catholic Separate School Board 
90 Mulberry Street 

Hamilton L8N 3R9 

Sir 


Ms. Bridget Vanlanthen 

Supervisor of Transportation 

Hamilton-Wentworth Roman Catholic Separate School Board 
90 Mulberry Street 

Hamilton L8N 3R9 

Ms. Vanlanthn 


Mr. D.R. Marsales 

Chief Engineer 

Hamilton Hydro Electric System 
55 John Street North 

Hamilton L8N 3E4 

Sir 


Mr. Neal Ferris 
Regional Archaeologist/Heritage Planner 
Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Recreation 


Cultural Programs Branch 
>) Centre Street 

London N6J 1T4 

Sir 


Mr. B. Scott Konkle 

Hamilton Region Conservation Authority 
838 Mineral Springs Road 

P.O; Box 7099 

Ancaster L9G 3L3 

Sir 


Ms. Linda Barbetti 

Ministry of Natural Resources 
Niagara North Area 

P.O. Box 1070 

Fonthill LOS 1E0 

Ms. Barbetti 


PicweatrC Gillie 

Superintendent, Administrative Services 
Board of Education 

City of Hamilton 

100 Main Street West 

PO2 Box 2558 

Hamilton L8N 3L1 

Ms. Gillie 


Mr. Vladimir Matus 

Manager Urban Planning 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
Local Planning Division 

71 Main Street West 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 

Sir 


Mr. Hart Solomon 
City of Hamilton 


Traffic Department 

71 Main Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 
S1r 


Mr. Gary Smith 

Deputy Chief 

Hamilton Fire Department 
55 King William Street 
Hamilton, Ontario L8R 1A2 
Sir 


Mr. Reg Meiers 

Operations Engineer 

City of Hamilton 

Public Works Department 

71 Main Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 
Sir 


Mr. Werner Plessl 

Coordinator 

Park Development and Maintenance 
City of Hamilton 

Public Works Department 

71 Main Street West 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 

Sir 


Mr. M. Watson 

City of Hamilton 

Property Department 

71 Main Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 
Sir 


Mr. Norman Ragetlie 
Policy Analyst 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
119 King Street West, 14th Floor 

P.O. Box 910 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3V9 

Sir 


Mrs. Betty Matthews-Malone 

Manager of Infrastructure Planning 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
Environmental Services Department 
Programming and Preliminary Design 

35 King Street East, 4th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 4A9 

Attention: Mr. Mark Robinson, P.Eng. 
Ladies and Gentlemen 


Mr. Bill Janssen 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
Planning and Development Department 

71 Main Street West, 7th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3T4 

Sir 


Mr. Bill O’Brien 

Hamilton Street Railway 

330 Wentworth Street North 
Hamilton, Ontario L8L 5W2 
Attention: Mr. A. McLaughlin 
Gentlemen 


APPENDIX C 


Visitor Register 
Information Package 


Based on the requirements of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Privacy Act, 
the VISITOR REGISTER has not been included in this report, but is on file with the 
Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth. 
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Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


Roads Department 


RYMAL ROAD IMPROVEMENTS 


From West 5th to 
Upper Gage Avenue 


PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #2 
October 27, 1994 


INFORMATION PACKAGE 


WELCOME 


The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth is carrying out an 
environmental assessment for the improvements of Rymal Road from West 5th 


Street to Upper Gage Avenue in Hamilton. 


Welcome to the second Public Information Centre for this project. The first 


Public Information Centre was held on June 15, 1994. 


Comments and information regarding this project have been collected and 
reviewed to assist the Region in developing the preferred plan for 
improvements and meeting the requirements outlined under the Environmental 


Assessement Act. 


The Region is holding this Public Information Centre to: 


e present the evaluation criteria and process used to evaluate design 
alternatives; 


¢ present and receive input on the preferred plan for improvements: 
¢ provide information on the project schedule; and 


¢ gain input and understanding from the community. 


Please review this package and the displays. You are encouraged to express 
your concerns and comments at any time. Regional staff and members of the 


consultant team are here to answer your questions. 


WHAT IS A CLASS EA? 


Municipalities undertake a large number of road Projects ranging from routine 
maintenance to reconstruction to building new roads. These projects are 
subject to the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act but since the 
environmental effects are predictable, a more streamlined process is available. 
This process is called a Class Environmental Assessment, or Class EA. It is a 
planning and design process used to evaluate alternative solutions and _ 


designs. 


If you feel that, after consulting with Regional staff or members of the 
consultant team, serious concerns remain unresolved, you may make a written 
request to the Minister of Environment and Energy to subject this project to an 
individual environmental assessment, possibly including a formal public 
hearing. Although you may make this request at any time in the process, the 
Minister will only consider the request atter the Environmental Study Report is 


completed and during the 30 day public review. 


HOW DOES THE CLASS EA PROCESS WORK? 


The Regional Roads Department consults with: 


other Regional and local municipal departments; 


provincial agencies, commissions and conservation authorities: 


e property owners located beside the road; 


the community that may be affected by the project; and 


the general public. 


At this stage in Phase 3, the Region wants to receive input from the 


community on: 
e the evaluation process and criteria used; and 


e the recommended plan for improvements. 


Comments received from all of the consultations are assessed by the Roads 
Department. All comments are seriously considered at each phase of the 


project before staff recommend how to proceed with the project. 
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TRAFFIC OPERATIONS 


A traffic analysis has been carried out to assess the current and expected 
future problem areas on Rymal Road, including intersection operations, lane 
widths, turning lanes and other traffic related issues. The traffic study forms 
the basis for the project justification and the required roadway improvements. 


EXISTING AND FUTURE TRAFFIC 


Rymal Road is presently operating near the capacity for a two-lane roadway, 
however, with the construction of the Red Hill Creek Expressway the traffic 
volumes are expected to be reduced. In the long term with the build-out of area 
development the traffic will continue to grow and additional improvements may 
be required. Traffic projections for Rymal Road in the future are as follows: 


Current two-way daily traffic = 20,000 
Year 2001 with expressway = 15,000 
Year 2021 = 25,000 


The highest traffic volumes for the next 15 years was noted as the existing 
traffic condition. 


RESULTS OF TRAFFIC ANALYSIS 
The analysis of traffic operations on Rymal Road resulted in the following 
findings: 


* an additional eastbound and westbound through lane is required at the 
intersection of Rymal Road and Upper James Street along with the 
installation of separate northbound and southbound left turn phases; 


* traffic control signals are not warranted at the intersections of Rymal Road 
with Upper Wellington Street, Upper Sherman Street and Miles Road; 
however, signal ducts will be installed if warranted in the future; 


* left turn lanes are needed at the intersection of Rymal Road and Miles Road 
for both the eastbound and westbound approach; 


TRAFFIC OPERATIONS 
cont'd 


RESULTS OF TRAFFIC ANALYSIS cont’d 


° a five-lane roadway, two lanes in each direction and a two-way centre 
left turn lane, should be constructed from West 5th Street to Springside 


Drive; and 


¢ a three-lane roadway, one lane in each direction and a two-way centre 
left turn lane, should be constructed trom Springside Drive to Upper 


Gage Avenue. 


ACCIDENT INFORMATION 


Accident data for the period from 1988 to 1993 for the area from Upper James 
to Upper Gage Avenue. The rate of vehicle collisions on Rymal Road is 


considerably below the Region of Hamilton-Wentworth average accident rate. 


NEED FOR TWO-WAY LEFT TURN LANES 


The number of accidents specifically related to mid-block left turns is low: 
however, it does not reflect the observed hazards caused by traffic bypassing 
left turning vehicles to the right on the gravel shoulders. Two-way left turn 
lanes should be considered recognizing the 116 entrances accessing Rymal 


Road in the study area. 


PROJECT BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE 


The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth has identified a need for 
improvements to Rymal Road from West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue in 
the City of Hamilton. This roadway provides an inter regional function and 
consists mainly of two 3.5m paved lanes and 4.5m gravel shoulders through 
the study limits. Traffic congestion is being experienced regularly and a high 
frequency of rear end collisions have been noted in this area reflecting 
difficulties due to left turn movements. In addition, the use of the existing 
gravel shoulder by traffic bypassing left turning vehicles occurs regularly, 
creating a hazard. The heavy use of this roadway has also resulted in 
deterioration of pavement condition in certain areas which requires 
renabilitation. 


The objectives of the project are to address the operating problems which are 
presently being experienced on Rymal Road and to upgrade the structural 
condition of the pavement. Rymal Road improvements are necessary to: 


* increase the traffic capacity of Rymal Road: 


* reduce accidents: 


improve the pavement structure; 


ensure safe pedestrian crossings; 


minimize impacts on adjacent properties; and 
* avoid or reduce environmental impacts. 


Input received from the first Public Information Centre confirmed the public’s 
need for these improvements. 


DESIGN ALTERNATIVES 


Upgrading the existing roadway to address operating deficiencies will realize 
the most efficient solution to the problems presently identified on this 


roadway. 


Two design alternatives were evaluated during the third phase of the study. 
Each of these alternatives could be achieved without disturbing the right of way 


outside of the existing ditch line. 


eee 


Alternative A 2 lanes 
* one lane in each direction; and 


¢ improve intersections with the addition of turning lanes where 


deficiencies are identified. 
Alternative B 3 lanes 
¢ one lane each direction; 
¢ two-way left turn lane in the centre; and 


¢ intersection improvements with the addition of turning lanes where 


necessary. 


eee 


A third alternative using 4 lanes was not considered as it would Only increase 
traffic efficiency by a small amount but would have significantly more impact 


and a higher cost. 


FACTORS USED FOR EVALUATING 


DESIGN ALTERNATIVES 


The design alternatives were evaluated with regard to six factors. The factors 
represent issues of importance to the safe and efficient operation of the 
roadway and were developed by the Project Team based on professional 
experience and input received from the public. 


The following is a list of factors and their definitions: 


Access Safety 


* is the safety with which drivers can access the properties or driveways 
adjacent to the roadway in the study area 


Pedestrian/Bicycle safety 


* is the safety with which pedestrians and cyclists can travel along or 
across the roadway 
Intersection Operation 
* is the safety and efficiency with which drivers can pass through an 
intersection including through traffic and turning vehicles 
Cost 


* is the cost of constructing the design alternative 


Drainage 


* is the impact of the design alternative on storm water drainage: 
quantity and quality of runoff 


Air Quality 


* is the potential for improvements to air quality as it relates to vehicular 
emissions and dust 


EVALUATION OF DESIGN ALTERNATIVES 


The evaluation process involved the weighting of factors to represent their 
importance in relationship to each other. The most important factor was 
weighted as ten (10) and the least important was weighted as one (1) 


The following table shows the evaluation of the design alternatives. Each 


alternative was given a score for each factor. Notes explaining the reason for 
each score are also shown on the table. Each score was then multipled by the 
importance of the factor and totalled for the design alternatives. A higher 
score indicates that this alternative meets the road needs better than the 
alternative with the lower score. 


FACTOR IMPORTANCE 


(OUT OF 10) 
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TOTAL SCORES 


PREFERRED IMPROVEMENT PLAN 


After taking into consideration the input received from the public, other 
departments and government agencies, and conducting the evaluation of 
design alternatives, the Region has selected the three-lane roadway with 
improvements at major intersections, as the preferred improvement plan. The 
recommended plan should resolve the major problems identified ty the 


Roads Department and the public. 


The proposed features for the preferred plan includes: 


e a three-lane roadway from Springside Drive to Upper Gage Avenue to 


accommodate a continuous left turn lane; and 


a five-lane roadway from West Sth Street to Springside Drive to 
accommodate two eastbound and two westbound lanes as well as a 


continuous left turn lane. 


A three-lane roadway is considered a viable solution to provide safer access to 
residential and commercial property and to alleviate the traffic problems such 
as traffic congestion and vehicles using the right shoulder to bypass left 

turning vehicles. The continuous left-turn lane will provide a refuge area for 

left turning vehicles and help to maintain through traffic capacity with the 

added benefit of separating opposing traffic flows. A three-lane roadway can be 


achieved without disturbing the right-of-way outside of the existing ditch line. 


Unsignalized intersections such as Upper Wellington Street, Upper Sherman 
Avenue and Miles Road will be monitored on an ongoing basis by the City of 
Hamilton Traffic Department. Traffic signals at these locations will be 


installed when deemed necessary in the future. 


WHAT’S NEXT? 


Following this public information centre, the Region will follow a number of 


steps. 


ee 


Next, the Region will: 
¢ review and respond to public comments: 
¢ review and respond to comments from other groups; and 


* adjust the plan where necessary. 


ee ee 


After the plan is finalized, an ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY REPORT (ESR) will be 
prepared and made available for a thirty day public review period, notice of 
this will be published in the newspaper. If you have questions or concerns 

that have not been addressed in that Report, you are strongly recommended to 
contact the Region to discuss and resolve the issues. If you do not feel that 
the Region had adequately addressed your concerns you can then make a 
written request to the Minister of Environment and Energy to have the project 
undergo a more extensive assessment with the possibility of a formal hearing. 


For more information on your rights, contact Pamela Hubbard at the Special 
Projects Office at 546-4277, 
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YOU CAN BE INVOLVED 


As you can see, many issues have been addressed during the course of this 
study. In order to assist with making decisions, your involvement is welcomed. 


To participate further, you can: 


complete a comment sheet to record your comments. Regional staff 
will respond to all concerns; 


provide us with your input at any time during the study. Regional staff 
is willing to meet with you if you need further explanations or have 
significant concerns; 


request to be placed on the mailing list to be kept informed of the study 
progress; and 


review the Environmental Study Report (ESR) during the 30 day review 
period. 


Thank you for your interest in this project. If you have further questions or 
require additional information, please contact: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 
The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 
Hamilton, Ontario L8P 1H1 
Telephone: (905) 546-4277 ~— Fax: (905) 546-2385 


Rymal Road 
From West Sth Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Information Centre #2 
October 27, 1994 
Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 


[_] Have no concerns [_] Have concernsas [_] Have no opinion 
noted below ; 


Comments (please print): 


Please teave your completed Comment Sheet in the drop box provided, or 
mail (before November 30, 1994) to: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario 

L84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optional); — 
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APPENDIX D 


Information (Text) Displays 


WELCOME TO 


PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #2 
RYMAL ROAD IMPROVEMENTS 


Purpose of Project: 
e improve the traffic operations on Rymal Road; 
e reduce accidents; 
e improve the pavement structure; 
e minimize impacts on adjacent properties; and 


e avoid or reduce environmental impacts. 
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TRAFFIC OPERATIONS 


A traffic analysis has been carried out to assess the current and expected 
future problem areas on Rymal Road, including intersection operations, lane 
widths, turning lanes and other traffic related issues. The traffic study forms 
the basis for the project justification and the required roadway improvements. 


EXISTING AND FUTURE TRAFFIC 


Rymal Road is presently operating near the capacity for a two-lane roadway, 
however, with the construction of the Red Hill Creek Expressway the traffic 
volumes are expected to be reduced. In the long term with the build-out of area 
development the traffic will continue to grow and additional improvements may 
be required. Traffic projections for Rymal Road in the future are as follows: 


Current two-way daily traffic = 20,000 


Year 2001 with expressway = 15,000 


Year 2021 25,000 


The highest traffic volumes for the next 15 years was noted as the existing 
traffic condition. 


RESULTS OF TRAFFIC ANALYSIS 


The analysis of traffic operations on Rymal Road resulted in the following 
findings: 


* an additional eastbound and westbound through lane is required at the 
intersection of Rymal Road and Upper James Street along with the 
installation of separate northbound and southbound left turn phases; 


* traffic control signals are not warranted at the intersections of Rymal Road 


with Upper Wellington Street, Upper Sherman Street and Miles Road: 
however, signal ducts will be installed if warranted in the future: 


* left turn lanes are needed at the intersection of Rymal Road and Miles Road 
for both the eastbound and westbound approach; 


TRA FFIC OPERATIONS 
COnLG. 


RESULTS OF TRAFFIC ANALYSIS cont'd 


¢ a five-lane roadway, two lanes in each direction and a two-way centre 
left turn lane, should be constructed from West 5th Street to Springside 


Drive; and 


¢ a three-lane roadway, one lane in each direction and a two-way centre 
left turn lane, should be constructed from Springside Drive to Upper 


Gage Avenue. 


ACCIDENT INFORMATION ‘i 


Accident data for the period from 1988 to 1993 for the area from Upper James 
to Upper Gage Avenue. The rate of vehicle collisions on Rymal Road is 


considerably below the Region of Hamilton-Wentworth average accident rate. 


NEED FOR 1WO-WAY LEFT TURN LANES 


The number of accidents specifically related to mid-block left turns is low; 
however, it does not reflect the observed hazards caused by traffic bypassing 
left turning vehicles to the right on the gravel shoulders. Two-way left turn 
lanes should be considered recognizing the 116 entrances accessing Rymal 


Road in the study area. 


DESIGN ALTERNATIVES 


Upgrading the existing roadway to address operating deficiencies will realize 
the most efficient solution to the problems presently identified on tinis 


roadway. 


Two design alternatives were evaluated during the third phase of the study. 
Each of these alternatives could be achieved without disturbing the right of way 


outside of the existing ditch line. 


i Se erm aA nem aerial Mo ee ee 
Alternative A 2 lanes 


¢ one lane in each direction; and 


¢ improve intersections with the addition of turning lanes where 


deficiencies are identified. 
Alternative B 3 lanes 
¢ one lane each direction; 
* two-way left turn lane in the centre; and 


* intersection improvements with the addition of turning lanes where 


necessary. 
a a 


A third alternative using 4 lanes was not considered as it would only increase 
traffic efficiency by a small amount but would have significantly more impact 


and a higher cost. 


FACTORS USED FOR EVALUATING 
DESIGN ALTERNATIVES 


The design alternatives were evaluated with regard to six factors. The factors 
represent issues of importance to the safe and efficient operation of the 
roadway and were developed by the Project Team based on professional 
experience and input received from the public. 


The following is a list of factors and their definitions: 


Access Safety 


* is the safety with which drivers can access the properties or driveways 
adjacent to the roadway in the study area 


Pedestrian/Bicycle safety 


* is the safety with which pedestrians and cyclists can travel along or 
across the roadway 


Intersection Operation 


* is the safety and efficiency with which drivers can pass through an 
intersection including through traffic and turning vehicles 


Cost 


* is the cost of constructing the design alternative 


Drainage 


* is the impact of the design alternative on storm water drainage: 
quantity and quality of runoff 


Air Quality 


* is the potential for improvements to air quality as it relates to vehicular 
emissions and dust 


EVALUATION OF DESIGN ALTERNATIVES 


The evaluation process involved the weighting of factors to represent their 
importance in relationship to each other. The most important factor was 
weighted as ten (10) and the least important was weighted as one (1). 


The following table shows the evaluation of the design alternatives. Each 
alternative was given a score for each factor. Notes explaining the reason for 
each score are also shown on the table. Each score was then multipled by the 
importance of the factor and totalled for the design alternatives. A higher 
score indicates that this alternative meets the road needs better than the 
alternative with the lower score. 


FACTOR |IMPORTANCE ALTERNATIVES 
(OUT OF 10) 


Access Safety - doas not previde retuge for let 


[provides retuge for left turning 
tuming vehicles Into driveways 


vehicles into driveways 


Pedestrian/ | - drivers will stil oes left turning : ey ser crete Sehee eae Ss 
Bicycle Safety to pass vehicles on the shoulder, [---~ 
thereiore Improving safety for 
pedestrians and cyclists 


Intersection 10 - 110 i 10 “4.0R 
: - Intersection Improvements and 4 QQ'| ~ Intersection Improvements and }' bo 
Operation the addition of tuming lanes where the addition of turning lanes where 
necessary will maxdmizs the satety necessary will maxdmize the safety 
and etficiency of the operation af and etficiency of the operation af 
all Intersections In the study area all Intersections In the study area 


vehicles con the shoulder, creating 
hazards tor pedestrians & cyclists 


Cost 10 


tf 
- It is less axpensive to construct sf '.] - tis slightly more axpenshe to 
a twotane roadway build a three-lane roadway 


; 9 : sy 8 Ree As 
Drainage - there Is virtually no Increase of + p+ | - three lanes of pavement will B01 
storm water runot with the ....++--{ slightly Increase the runott 
twoane design alternative however, the Increased runott can 
be handled by the axisting storm 
water ditch system 
Air Quality 2 poke =) cae 
- dust will sull be a problem H “=.49..| - dust will be considerably reduced|.".”. 
vehicles Continue to pass on the io when vehicles stop passing on the 
shoulders, also stop and go tratfic shoulders, also alr quallty is es 
causes Incrsased emlesions Improved with less congestion and [...".” 
stopping and starting of vehicles 


TOTAL SCORES 


PREFERRED IMPROVEMENT PLAN 


The Region has selected the three-lane roadway with improvements at major 


intersections, as the preferred improvement plan. 
The proposed features for the preferred plan include: 


e a three-lane roadway from Springside Drive to Upper Gage Avenue to 


accommodate a continuous left turn lane; and 


¢ a five-lane roadway from West Sth Street to Springside Drive to 
accommodate two eastbound and two westbound lanes as well as a 


continuous left turn lane. 


A three-lane roadway is considered a viable solution to provide safer access to 
residential and commercial property and to alleviate the traffic problems such 
as traffic delay and vehicles using the right shoulder to bypass left turning 
vehicles. The continuous left-turn lane will provide a refuge area for left 
turning vehicles and help to maintain through traffic capacity with the added 
benefit of separating opposing traffic flows. A three-lane roadway can be 


achieved without disturbing the right-of-way outside of the existing ditch line. 


YOU CAN BE INVOLVED 


As you Can see, many issues have been addressed during the course of this 
study. In order to assist with making decisions, your involvement is welcomed. 


To participate further, you can: 


* complete a comment sheet to record your comments. Regional staff 
will respond to all concerns; 


* provide us with your input at any time during the study. Regional staff 
is willing to meet with you if you need further explanations or have 
significant concerns; 


* request to be placed on the mailing list to be kept informed of the study 
progress; and 


* review the Environmental Study Report (ESR) during the 30 day review 
period. 


Thank you for your interest in this project. If you have further questions or 
require additicnal information, please contact: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 
The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 
Hamilton, Ontario L8P 1H14 
Telephone: (905) 546-4277 ~—- Fax: (905) 546-2385 


APPENDIX E 


Comment Sheets 


Rymal Road 
From West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Information Centre #2 
October 27, 1994 
Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record, 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 


i_| Have no concerns [x Have concernsas_ [_] Have no opinion 
noted below 


Comments (please print): 
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Please leave your completed Comment Sheet in the drop box provided, or 
mail (before November 30, 1994) to: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario 

L84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optional): 


Rymal Road 
From West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Information Centre #2 
October 27, 1994 
Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 


[_] Have no concerns (_] Have concernsas [_] Have no opinion 
noted below 


Comments (please print): 


ey ee Sis ee CR ae EO ae, 
ae: 


a 7 ES Bee ' 
co ee ee eee Coe eee er 


TTL PD 


OD -— fa LF Fe 


ee 


Please leave your completed Comment Sheet in the drop box provided, or 
mail (before November 30, 1994) to: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 
Hamilton, Ontario 
L84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optional) 


Rymal Road 
From West Sih Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Information Centre #2 
October 27, 1994 
Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
“Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 

‘study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 


[_] Have no concerns A Have concernsas_ _[_] Have no opinion 
noted below 


Comments (please print): 
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Please leave your completed Comment Sheet in the drop box provided, or 
mail (before November 30, 1994) to: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario 

L84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optiowal): 


Rymal Road 
From West Sih Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Iniormation Centre #2 
October 27, 1994 
Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 


\ 


[_] Have no concerns Have concernsas — [_] Have no opinion 
* noted below 


Comments (please print): 


leave your completed Comment Sheet in the drop box provided, or 
il (before November 30, 1994) to: 
Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 
Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 
Hamilton, Ontario 
L84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optional): 


Rymal Road 
From West Sth Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 
eee 


Public Information Centre #2 
October 27, 1994 
Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 


[_] Have no concerns Have concernsas_ [ ] Haveno opinion 
noted below 
Comments (please print): 
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Please leave’your completed Commént Sheet in the drop box provided, or “ 
mail (before November 30, 1994) to: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario 

L84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optional) 


° 
. 


Rymal Road 
From West Sth Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Information Centre #2 
October 27, 1994 
Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 


[_] Have no concerns [_] Have concernsas ~~ (_] Have no opinion 
noted below 


Comments (please print): 
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Please leave your completed Comment Sheet in the drop box provided, or 
mail (before November 30, 1994) to: , 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario 

L84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optional): aes 


Rymal Road 
From West Sth Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Information Centre #2 
October 27, 1994 
Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 


[_] Have no concerns (CKave concerns as [_] Have no opinion 
noted below : 


Comments (please print): 


— VU ) SZ N58 2ARrAC ON TZ a! JA Teh= 
SORES Sve j = RSP ALC d RY mae. Cegpeer AUcY 


= = T = 3s = ALN AGE 


Betiqk 


Please leave your completed Comment Sheet in the drop box provided, or 
mail (before November 30, 1994) to: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario 

L84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optional): _ 


Rymal Road 
From West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Information Centre #2 
October 27, 1994 
Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 


_ Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 


[_]. Have no concerns raat concerns as [_] Have no opinion 
noted below 


Comments (please om 
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Please leave your completed Comment Sheet in the drop box provided, or 
mail (before November 30, 1994) to: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario 

L84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optional): 


Rymal Road 
From West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Information Centre #2 
October 27, 1994 
Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 


[_] Have no concerns fe ae concerns as [_] Have no opinion 
noted below 


Comments (please print): 
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Please leave your completed Comment Sheet in the drop box provided, or 
mail (before November 30, 1994) to: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 
3 Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street West, 10th OO 
- Hamilton, Ontario - see =e 
L84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optional): 


Rymal Road 
From West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Information Centre #2 
October 27, 1994 
Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 


[_] Have no concerns (Have concerns as [_] Have no opinion 
noted below 


Comments (please print): 
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Please leave your completed Comment Sheet in the drop box provided, or 
mail (before November 30, 1994) to: 

Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 

Roads Department 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 

25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 


Hamilton, Ontario 
L84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optional): 


Rymal Road 
From West Sth Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Information Centre #2 
October 27, 1994 
Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 
[_] Have no concerns Have concerns as_ ~~ [_] Have no opinion 
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i Please leave your completed Comment Sheet in the drop box provided, or 
mail (before November 30, 1994) to: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario ~ 

L84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optional);, 
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Rymal Road 
From West Sth Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Information Centre #2 
October 27, 1994 
Hearth Banquet Centre 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become part of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 


 uave no concerns [_] Have concerns as [_] Have no opinion 
noted below 


Comments (please print): 


Please leave your completed Comment Sheet in the drop box provided, or 
mail (before November 30, 1994) to: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 

Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 

Hamilton, Ontario 

L84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optional): _ 
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Rymal Road 
From West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
City of Hamilton 


COMMENT SHEET 


Public Information Centre #2 
October 27, 1994 
Hearth Banquet Centre - 
1050 Rymal Road East 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Comments and information are being collected to assist the Region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. 
They will be maintained on file for use during the study and may be included in 
study documentation. With the exception of personal information all comments 
received will become pan of the public record. 


| have reviewed the information presented and |: 
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Comments (please print): 
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Please leave your completed Comment Sheet i in the drop box provided, or 
mail (before November 30, 1994) to: 


Pamela Hubbard, Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 
Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 


25 Main Street West, 10th Floor 
Hamilton, Ontario 
L84 1H1 


Name and Address (Optional): 


March 27, 1995 


1 ~ 
DE 


Dear | ~:? 


Re: 


Rymal Road 


West Fifth Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
Class Environmental Study Report 


Thank you for filling out a comment sheet at the second Public Information Centre held on 
October 27, 1994, for the above noted project. The following is a summary of issues and 
concerns raised by those who filled out comment sheets, with a response to each issue: 


Le 


Sidewalks should be included as part of the plan, especially in the vicinity of Upper 


James Street. 


Response: 


The City will be constructing sidewalks on both sides of Rymal Road, 
between Springside Drive and Upper James Street, as a result of 
comments received from residents: in that area, and subject to funding 
approval through the Local Improvement Act. The preferred plan 
provides room for future sidewalks within the right-of-way for the 
entire study area. 


The study area should be extended further west to Garth Street, and further east to 
Pritchard Road. 


Response: 


The Region plans its budget for roads over a five year period. The 
study area boundaries (From West 5th Street to Upper Gage Avenue) 
include those sections of Rymal Road that are planned to be 
reconstructed over the next five years. The condition of the road west 
of West 5th Street, and east of Upper Gage Avenue does not require 
work within the next five years. 


Page 2 
March 27, 1995 
Rymal Road 


West Fifth Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
Class Environmental Study Report 


ay Traffic signals are required at more intersections along Rymal Road. 


Response: 


4. 

Response: 
ne 

Response: 
6. 


Response: 


The reconstruction plan does not include new traffic signals because 
they are not presently warranted (as determined by traffic and 
pedestrian volumes, delay factors, and accident data). However, 
underground duct work for future traffic signals will be provided at 
Upper Wellington Street, Upper Sherman Avenue, and Miles Road. 
The Region will monitor these intersections and install traffic signals at 
these locations, when warranted. 


A relocation of the traffic signals, from the present Public Works 
driveway to the Turner Park entrance, is also included in future plans. 


Have concerns regarding delays caused by construction. 


Two lanes of traffic will be maintained throughout the construction 
period. 


Access for commercial properties fronting onto Rymal Road will be 
maintained during construction. 


Residential properties, with frontage onto the roadway, will have access 
to their entrances during construction wherever possible. Some 
closures may be necessary; however, these are generally for one day 
only, and notifications will be given prior to closure. 


Access to Turner Park and dust control at this location should be improved. 


Turner Park is owned and operated by the City of Hamilton. We have 
passed your comments regarding dust control on to them. 


As part of this project, a centre left-turn will be added to Rymal Road. 
This will improve access to Turner Park. 


Weed control should be applied to the existing ditches if they are to remain. 


The Region will continue to control weeds along regional roads through 
a cutting program. 


Page 3 

March 27, 1995 

Rymal Road 

West Fifth Street to Upper Gage Avenue 
Class Environmental Study Report 


ds. Advanced left-turn signal phases should be provided at the intersection of Upper 
James Street and Rymal Road. 


Response: The reconstruction plan includes advance left-turn green signal phases 
for northbound and southbound traffic on Upper James Street at the 
intersection. The plan also includes the addition of an eastbound and 
westbound lane on Rymal Road, from West Sth Street to east of 
Ryckman Street through the Upper James Street intersection. These 
changes should reduce congestion and improve safety at Upper James 
Street at Rymal Road. 


All of your comments have been recorded and will be included as part of the study 
documentation. 


The Roads Department has finalized the reconstruction plan and is filing the Environmental 
Study Report (ESR). This report will contain a description of public participation in the 
project, existing conditions in the study area, the evaluation of design alternatives, the 
preferred plan, and associated environmental impacts. The report will be available for a 
thirty-day public review period. The attached notice of the public review period will be 
published in the Hamilton Spectator and the Mountain News. 


If you have any major concerns with the project, I strongly urge you to discuss them with 
staff in this office before April 28, 1995. If we are not able the resolve your concerns, you 
have the right to request the Minister of Environment and Energy to have the project undergo 
a more extensive assessment with the possibility of a formal hearing. Thank you for your 
participation in this project. 


Yours truly, 


Pamela Hubbard 
Environmental Planner 
Roads Department 


PH:jn 
Encl. 


se Mr. T. Stuart, Parker Consultants 
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Tree Inventory Report 
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Tree Survey 
Rymal Road ESR 
May, 1994 


Introduction 


The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth has initiated an investigation of 
improvements to Rymal Road between West 5th Street and Upper Gage Avenue. It is 
anticipated that proposed improvements will include intersection improvements and additional 
lane capacity. 


This project is subject to the Class Environmental Assessment for Municipal Road projects 
and as such, requires the evaluation and incorporation of applicable environmental features. 
As one of the environmental features under consideration, a tree inventory was conducted in 
May, 1994. 


Objectives 


Characterize the existing vegetation within the study corridor for the purpose of presentation 
to the public as background information. 


Provide information necessary to assess the tree removal and replacement requirements 
within the corridor as a result of the proposed construction activities and determine tree 
preservation priority to assist in design of the proposed improvements. 


Methodology 


Inventory 


The inventory examined individual trees within the Rymal Road right-of-way. Trees located 
immediately outside the Regional property boundary were inventoried where it was 
determined that they might be affected by the proposed improvements. 


A base plan indicating the location of existing trees was used to coordinate the field data. 
The tree locations were confirmed in the field and the information updated as required. Each 
tree was numbered on the plan and described in the field notes. The attached table 


summarizes this inventory data. 


The existing trees were identified by genus and species, and the diameter at breast height 
(1.4 m) measured. Tree interaction with overhead utilities was also noted. In addition, the 
biological and aesthetic quality of the individual trees was assessed through examination of 
the following features: 


Biological Quality 


- trunk conditions - — bark conditions 
- scarring 
- hollow or decay 
- mechanical injury 


« branch conditions - dead limbs 
- wounds 
* weak structure 
* twig dieback 
+ roots * exposure 
+ disturbance 


NOTE: foliage was not examined due to spring season conditions. 
Aesthetic Quality 


* crown development + symmetry 
- limb pruning 


+ general appearance 


Due to the urbanizing nature of the study area, some cultivated varieties of trees are present. 
It is noted that the cultivar name was not generally included in the identification of the 


existing trees. 


Evaluation 


For evaluation at the preliminary design stage, a general quality rating has been established. 
It is designed to characterize the existing trees within the study area for the purpose of 
presentation to the public for background information (objective 1). 


The biological and aesthetic qualities determined in the field were combined in a 60:40 ratio 
resulting in a general quality rating applied to each tree. The general quality rating is a three 
point system (high/medium/low) to classify the condition of each tree. Where further 


information was required to determine the classification, species and diameter of the tree 
were considered. However, this information factored minimally into the equation. The 
factors of species and diameter are anticipated to be incorporated subsequently in the 


evaluation process. 
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